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that doesn't mean anything. It's not actually our father's name..called me Leilani, which means 'heavenly flower,' because maybe . . . maybe people will think of me

as.shallow closet. It's apparently packed as full and chaotically as a maniac's mind, and as he senses and.Book design by Virginia Norey.Talking to Jay had brought to the

surface a lot of things that Colman usually preferred not to think about. Life was like the Army: It took people and broke them into little pieces, and then put the pieces back

together again the way it wanted. Except it did it with their minds. It took kids' minds while they were plastic and paralyzed them by telling them they were stupid, confused

them with people who were supposed to know everything better than they did but wouldn't tell them anything, and terrified them with a God who loved everybody. Then it

drilled them and trained them until the only things that made sense were those it told them to think. The system had turned Anita into a doll, and it was trying to turn Jay into

a puppet just as it had turned Bernard into a puppet. It turned people into recording machines that words went into and came out of again . and made them think they knew

everything about a planet full of people they'd never seen, just as it blew black guys' brains out because they wanted to run their farms and didn't want their kids nailed to

walls, and then told the civilians in Cape Town it was okay. And what had it done to Colman? He didn't know because he didn't know how else it might have been..where

both the brave and the foolish have gone before them, in ages past: boy and dog, dog and boy,."Amazing," the robot replied in a neutral voice..He hadn't noticed this

gathering of tiny figures before: Eight or ten motorists have descended part of the.men, then two others. Or four. Or ten. Or legions..possibility of capture or snakebite, frisky

with the prospect of new terrain and greater excitement, tail.the answers to them could be learned only by earning her complete trust, and that her trust could be.and red

checkered shirt. If her breasts weren't real, the nation was facing a serious silicone shortage.."Really?' Sterm's one word conveyed all the disbelief necessary; its undertone

suggested that she reconsider whether she believed her answer either, "Come now, Celia, the realities of life are no strangers to either of us. We can be frank without fear
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of risking offense. The people live theft lives and serve their purpose, and a few more or less will make no difference that matters. Now tell me again, who are you really

worried about?".hasn't acquired Curtis's dread of this human monster. She seems to have an opinion of her own, to which.part in a nice way."."They wound it up early.

Anyhow, Bud told me it'll be open again tomorrow. Check it out and give it a try.".bad news from which they should have been spared..outside and turn her free?".Pocketing

his keys, he walked away, past modest ranch-style houses with neatly trimmed lawns and.was us."                                                         -.next year covered.".But Merrick

didn't seem inclined to pursue that side of the matter. "Nevertheless Chironians are getting killed," he said. "How long will their patience last, and how long will it be before

we can expect to see at least some of them taking it upon themselves to begin indiscriminate reprisals against our own people?-After all, it would be consistent with their

dog-eat-dog attitude, which you seem to approve of so much, wouldn't it.".At last the quality of this bestial voice frightened her into halting the assault on the snake. It was

dead,.Colman frowned, rubbed his brow, and in the end tossed out his hand with a sigh. "No . . . we're not making the right point somehow. Let's put it this way--how can

you measure who owes who what?" The painter scratched his nose and stared at the ground over his knuckle. Clearly the notion was new to him. -."What kind of outcome?"

Thelma asked from beside Leon,.Anyway, the toilet?the restroom?is within sight from the lunch counter, at the end of a long hallway..An SD major with a smoke-blackened

face and one of his sleeves? covered in blood emerged unsteadily from the tunnel mouth; immediately behind him were four more SD's looking disheveled and one of them

also bloodstained around the head. Lesley and the others came out from cover as Jarvis and a couple of his men went forward to escort the five back..holds his breath, he

hears only stillness and the panting dog, not the growl of an approaching engine..standing down. Officer Waiters taking over." "Acknowledged," Horace replied..door on the

truck cab and jumps to the pavement. Although he was riding shotgun position beside the.Old Yeller turns her attention from Curtis to the closet. She issues a low

growl.."I'm always working on a screenplay in my head. In film school, they teach you everything's material, and.its nickel-iron core was somewhat smaller than Earth's,

which gave it a comparable gravitational force at the surface. It turned in a thirty-one-hour day about an axis more tilted with respect to its orbital plane than Earth's, which in

conjunction with its more elliptical orbit--a consequence of perturbations introduced by the nearness of Beta Centauri--produced greater climatic extremes across its

latitudes, and highly variable seasons. Accompanied by two small, pockmarked moons, Romulus and Remus, Chiron completed one orbit of Alpha Centauri every 419.66

days..Geneva left the door half open behind her. She sat on the edge of the bed, sideways to her niece..He's scared, mouth suddenly bitter with the taste of what might be

his mortality, lungs cinched tight.to do. I can get where I want to go, no matter how hard it is.".Jay appeared more reassured, and his eyes brightened a fraction with the

relief of having been spared long explanations. "It's all screwed up," he replied simply..With no pie left on her plate, Leilani put down her fork. "Old Sinsemilla scared you,

that's all. She can be."That's part of it," Pernak replied, nodding. "The satisfaction that their culture conditions them to feel is another part, but you're getting the general

idea.".Lesley turned to Jarvis. "Power the tubes back up and get sop~e more guys down there fast. Put them in suits in case the-cupola gets depressurized, and pull Brad's

people back into the ramp.".To Leilani, Geneva said, "I miss him so much, even after all these years, but I can't cry over him.one he'd made for Lukipela, and put her to

sleep in it immediately, instead of waiting any longer for the.Lechat didn't want to see Celia dragged through an ordeal again. He raised his arms to attract attention back to

himself. "But don't you see what it means," he said. The voices on the screen and inside the room died away. "If that information was made public, it might be enough to

cause Sterm's remaining supporters to turn on him-apart from the few who were in on the sham. Surely if that happened he'd have to see that it was all over. He's hanging

on by the thread of a lie, and we possess proof of the truth that cat cut that thread. That gives us an option to try resorting to less drastic measures. And after all, wouldn't

that be in keeping with the entire Chironian strategy?".At that moment Stanislau emitted a triumphant shout, and Bernard straightened up behind him to look across at

Colman. "He's done it!" Bernard exclaimed. They moved over to see for themselves, and Sirocco came across from the platform. The rest of the mess hall quieted down.

The screen in front of Stanislau was showing the day's duty roster for the entire infantry brigade..important to the definition of who she was than medical science yet

realized. What if she purged herself of.Music began playing, the crowd dispersed back to the bar and tables, and conversations started to pick up again. Colman and his

companions went back upstairs, and Driscoll collected another round of drinks from the bar while the others sat where they had been earlier. They talked for a while about

the incident, agreed it was a bad thing to have happened, wondered what would come of it, and eventually changed the subject.."That's exactly what they are," Pernak said.

"In the material sense, anyway. That's why possessions don't have any status value to them--they don't say anything. That's why you won't find any absolute leaders down

there either." "How come?" Lechat asked, puzzled.."I never lost myself."."I'm with company, but they're safe. What-".his hair..He certainly doesn?t have enough money to

bribe an FBI agent, and by far the most of them can't be."Who?" Driscoll asked automatically, tossing his cigarette butt into the incinerator and snatching up his gun. A cover

in the top of Wellington's chest slid aside to reveal a small display screen on which the figures of Sirocco and Colman appeared, viewed from above. They were walking at a

leisurely pace, along a corridor, talking to a handful of Chironians who were walking with them. Driscoll resumed his former posture, and moments later footsteps and voices

sounded from along the wider corridor leading off to the right, and grew louder..roofs, sirens silent, are departing the interstate. They descend the gently sloped

embankment and."If you're going to lose anyway, you might as well win," Swyley replied. "If you win the wrong way, you lose, and if you lose either way, you lose. So why

not enjoy it?".Micky said, "It's hard to make up anything as weird as what is."." ? but a bunch of hooey that maybe has a second and more serious purpose," Micky

suggested..drawers. No way. Otherwise, only the closet remains unexplored. Movies and books warn that closets.pie..In the years since, the instrumentation module had

sprouted a collection of ancillary structures which had doubled its~ size, the original fuel tanks near the tail had vanished to be replaced, apparently, by a bundle of huge

metal bottles mounted around the central portion of the connecting boom, and a new assembly of gigantic windings surrounding a tubular housing now formed the tail,

culminating in a parabolic reaction dish reminiscent of the Mayflower H's main drive, though much smaller because of the Kuan-yin's reduced scale. The Mayflower H's

designers had included docking adapters for the shuttles to mate with the Kuan-yin's ports, and the Chironians had retained the original pattern in their modifications, so the

shuttle would be able to connect without problems.."The end justifies the means, huh?".around in your new Corvette by Thursday. I'm sort of stuck with her, if you see what I

mean, and I know.Exhibiting rhinoscerosian contempt for Mr. Hooper, Donella turns away from him. "Don't you pay any.North of the highway, near the roadblock, the large,

armored, and perhaps armed helicopter stands in.Well, all right, the clown car is wishful thinking, as they only appear in circuses. In fact, it's certain to be.The unpacking
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was finished, and Jean would know better where she wanted to stow the few things he had left lying out. The move had gone very quickly and smoothly, mainly because the

Chironians had even furnished the place--fight down to the towels and the bed linen, which had meant that the Failowses could leave most of their own things in storage at

the base until something more permanent was worked out..why are you painting it?" he asked. "Because it needs painting.".statistical variety that might present her with a

winning lottery ticket..Gaulitz nodded emphatically. "There is no question that the modifications made to the Drive Section constitute an antimatter recombination system.

The radiation levels and spectral profiles obtained from the crater on Remus are all consistent with its being caused by an antimatter reaction. The evidence of

gamma-induced transmutations, the distribution of neutron-activated isotopes, the pattern of residual-"."Hardly. If the Chironians are outside, and Phoenix has a fully

equipped army to keep them there, covered from orbit by the ship, what could they do? Leaving them where they are would constitute a greater risk by far, I would have

thought."."Oh, I was in the Engineer Corps for a while, and I guess I picked a lot up here and there." If she had been with Farnhill's party inside, she was obviously more

than just a go-fer. Why in hell did she come out to the parking lot to be nice to the troops?.it well and use a hair dryer on the joints, but an occasional drenching wouldn't hurt

it.."You never asked me," Swyley answered over his shoulder..whenever they need it. For the time being, however, they are spared the humiliation of committing."Hey, back

off, soldier," Ci said suspiciously. "We're still strangers. Later, who knows? Give it time.".moment and in the firm grip of the real..then feels unseen masses of road-life

paraphernalia beginning slowly to slide toward him, he jams the.tumbler with two shots of anesthesia, over ice. She promised herself at least a second round of the

same.How peculiar the world had grown if now life with Aunt Gen had become the sterling standard of.For a second longer Colman hesitated, and then found himself

smiling back at her as the awareness dawned of what the elusive light dancing in her eyes was saying to him-he was a free individual in a free world. And suddenly the

barrier crumbled away.."We could probably arrange a visit for you too," Chang offered. "There's a large fusion complex along the coast that supplies power and all kinds of

industrial materials for most~ of Franklin. Another one's due to be built soon, and they'll be needing people too. I could arrange for you to go and see it, ff you think you'd be

interested."."That would be a wrong assumption.".Lechat, who had been thinking hard while he was listening, moved round to a point where he could address both the room

and the screen. "Perhaps there is something else we can do," he said. Everybody looked at him curiously and waited. He raised his hands briefly. "The whole thing that's

given Sterm an extra lease on life is the death of Howard Kalens, isn't it? Enough people in high places, especially some among the top ranks in the Army, believe it was the

work of the Chironians and that they could be next in line. So they're clustering around Sterm for mutual preservation. But there has been another unexpected outcome as

well, which gives us a chance to strip the last of that support away.".Bernard shook his head in a way that said he rejected the suggestion totally. "They wont they're not like

that. They just don't think that way.".Sirocco frowned and rubbed his nose. "I'm not convinced. I can't help feeling that he's been set up by somebody else as the fall-guy,

and that the somebody else hasn't come out yet. I think the Chironians believe that too.".The dead snake slid from Leilani's hand, looping upon itself to form a sloppy,

threatless coil on the floor..a halt in front of the motel, next to the restaurant, still upright, hissing and rumbling, smoking and steaming..new friend and a night of

adventure..precious retreat; though Sinsemilla might invade any room without warning, Leilani could at least pretend.Otto smiled humorlessly. "Take a look at the other

lunatics around you," he suggested. "What happened to all the people? Where did your army go? They're all Chironians now. And you have nothing to offer them but

protection from the fear that you would manufacture in their minds. But they have Chironian minds. They see that the fear is your fear, not theirs; and it is you who are in

need of protection, not they."."It wasn't like that at all," she said. "Although, I suppose. I shouldn't really say too much since I've had nothing to compare it with. But it

was"-she shrugged- "warm, friendly.., with lots of fun and always plenty of interesting things to find out about. I certainly don't miss not having had my head filled with some

of the things a lot of Terran children seem to spend their lives trying to untangle themselves from. We got to know and respect each other for what we were good at, and

different people became accepted as the leaders for different things. No one person could be an expert in everything, so the notion of a permanent, absolute 'boss,' or

whatever you'd call it, never took hold.".closest they had come to madness.
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