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and you. Turning in Celestina's lap, Angel said, "Smell," and held the index finger of her right hand under her mother's nose..Highly impressed by the spot-on hyena scream
with which Frieda had purged herself of the childhood emotional trauma inflicted by an authoritarian grandmother, Junior asked her to go out with him..Maria's hand tamed,
the card turned, and another knave of spades revoIved into view, snapped against the table..Paul couldn't remember when he began to love her. Not at first sight. But
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before she contracted polio. Love came gradually, and by the time it flowered, its roots were deep.."I thought there was a burglar," Junior groaned, but he knew better than
to spit out his entire story at once, for then he would appear to be reciting a script..It occurred to her that the knave had come, as foretold by the cards on that night long
ago. She had expected the knave to be a man with sharp eyes and a wicked heart, but the curse was cancer and not a man at all..The way one does research into
nonexistent history is to tell the story and find out what happened. I believe this isn't very different from what historians of the so-called real world do. Even if we are present
at some historic event, do we comprehend it-can we even remember it-until we can tell it as a story? And for events in times or places outside our own experience, we have
nothing to go on but the stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only in memory, which is a form of imagination. The event is real now, but once it's then, its
continuing reality is entirely up to us, dependent on our energy and honesty. If we let it drop from memory, only imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about
the past, forcing it to tell a story we want it to tell, to mean what we want it to mean, it loses its reality, becomes a fake. To bring the past along with us through time in the
hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy undertaking; but as Lao Tzu says, wise people march along with the baggage wagons..Drawn one after the other, two knaves of
spades didn't signify two deadly enemies, but meant that the enemy already predicted by the first would be unusually powerful, exceptionally dangerous..As best he could,
he examined his clothes. They were better pressed than he expected, and not noticeably soiled..Paul's Mediterranean complexion didn't make a blush easy to detect, but
Tom thought his face brightened until it was a shade or two closer to the color of his rust-red hair. His eyes, usually so direct, evaded Celestina..The previously flat,
monotonous voice had in it now a subtle but undeniable new roundness of tone: "And every human being, every living thing, is a string on that instrument.".Fresh from
sedative-assisted sleep, which hadn't ended until they were in the taxi between the hospital and the hotel, Angel had proved as fully resilient as only children could be when
they still retained their innocence. She didn't understand how seriously Wally had been hurt, of course, but if the attack by Cain had terrorized her while she'd watched it
from beneath her mother's bed, she didn't seem in danger of being permanently traumatized..Now, since he didn't intend to date this woman again, he grabbed the only
chance he might ever have to learn the intimate, eccentric details of her life. He began in her kitchen, with the contents of the refrigerator and cupboards, concluding his tour
in her bedroom..Hesitantly, the ivory tickler shook hands. "I'm ... uh ... I'm Ned Gnathic. Everyone calls me Neddy.".Anyway, if Seraphim were still alive, she would be only
nineteen now, too young to have graduated from Academy of Art College..As though one of the quarters had dropped into his ear and triggered a golden oldie in the
jukebox of his mind, Junior heard Vanadium's voice in the hospital room, in Spruce Hills, on the night of the day when Naomi died: "en you cut Naomi's string, you put an
end to the effects that her music would have on the lives of others and on the shape of the future.....But on March 23, 1966, after a bad date with Frieda Bliss, who collected
paintings by Jack Lientery, an important new artist, Junior had an experience that rocked him, added significance to the episode in the diner, and made him wish he hadn't
donated his pistol to the police project that melted guns into switchblades..Paul said, "I wanted you ... I don't know ... I just wanted you to see her. I wanted to say ... to say. .
.".In the morning, at breakfast, from this calmer perspective, he looked back at his tantrum in the middle of the night and wondered if he might be in psychological trouble.
He decided not. In November and December, Junior studied arcane texts on the supernatural, went through new women at a pace prodigious even for him, found three
Bartholomews, and finished ten needlepoint pillows..Glass in the door next to Agnes cracked, dissolved. Pebbly blacktop like a dragon flank of glistening scales hissed past
the broken window, inches from her face..Nolly finally disturbed the quiet: "Well, sir ... you're quite a psychologist.".just as the smile curved to completion, however, an awful
thing happened. The humiliation began with a loud gurgle in his gut..She was four years older than Phimie. They hadn't i;.mn a great deal of each other during the past
three years, since Celestina had come to San Francisco. Although distance and time, the press of her studies, and the busyness of daily life had not made her forget that
she loved Phimie, she had forgotten the purity and the power of love. Rediscovering it now, she was shaken so badly that she had to pull a chair to the side of the bed and
sit down..Celestina didn't hear gunfire, but she couldn't mistake the bullets for anything else when they cracked through the door..Sunday, Junior hid out from Scamp, using
his Ansaphone to screen her calls, and worked with such astonishing focus on his needlepoint pillows that he forgot to go to bed that night. He fell asleep over his needles
at ten o'clock Monday morning..When the two vertical panes of the casement window were still less than seven inches apart, they stuttered. The mechanism produced a
dismal grinding rasp that sounded like a guttural pronunciation of the problem itself, c-c-c-corrosion, and seized up..He switched on his flashlight. In the beam, on the
blacktop, a silver disc. Like a full moon in a night sky..Later, when the seven of them were gathered at the dinner table, the adults raised glasses of Chardonnay, the
children raised tumblers of Pepsi, and Maria gave the toast. "To Bartholomew, the image of his father, who was the kindest man I've ever known. To my Bonita and my
Francesca, who brighten every day. To Edom and Jacob, from who ... from whom I've learned so much that has made me think about the fragility of life and made me
realize how precious is every day. And to Agnes, my dearest friend, who has given me, oh, so much, including all these words. God bless us, every one.".Junior was
reminded of a scene in an old movie, something Naomi wanted to watch, a love story set during the Black Plague: a horse drawn cart rolling through the medieval streets of
London or Paris, the driver ringing a hand bell and crying, "Bring out your dead, bring out your dead!" If contemporary San Francisco had provided such a convenient
service, he wouldn't have had to toss Neddy Gnathic in the Dumpster in the first place..Finally Vanadium said, "According to the lab report, the baby she was carrying was
almost certainly yours.".For a while, Celestina had worried that the girl was slower to walk than other children, slower to talk, and slower to develop her vocabulary, even
though Celestina read aloud to her from storybooks every day. Then, during the past six months, Angel had caught up in a rush though she traveled a road somewhat
different from what the childrearing books described. Her first word was mama, which was fairly standard, but her second was blue, which for a while came out "boo." At
three, an average child would be doing exceptionally well to identify four colors; Angel could name eleven, including black and white, because she was able routinely to
differentiate pink from red, and purple from blue..Then it would stop. The torment would stop. Surely. His sense of drift, of sliding aimlessly through the days, would lift from
him, and he would find purpose once more in determined self-improvement. He would definitely learn French and German. He would take cooking classes and become a
culinary master. Karate, too..Perhaps a lot of suspects were rattled and ultimately unnerved by this behavior. Junior wouldn't be easily trapped. He was smart..Strangely, as
sometimes happened in this room, his missing toe itched. There was no point in removing his shoe and sock to scratch the stump, because that would provide no relief.
Curiously, the itch was in the phantom toe itself, where it could never be scratched..Victoria Bressler lay on the floor of the small foyer, left arm extended past her head,
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palm revealed, as though she were waving at the ceiling, right arm across her body in such a way that her hand cupped her left breast. One leg was extended straight, the
other knee drawn up almost demurely. If she had been nude, lying against a backdrop of rumpled sheets or autumn leaves, or meadow grass, she would have had the
perfect posture for a Playboy centerfold.."Wouldn't dream of asking you to make it a habit. Just this one time. If anguish, why not guilt?".The birthmarked man identified
himself as Detective Thomas Vanadium. He did not use the familiar, diminutive form of his name, as had the doctor, and his voice was as uninflected as his face was flat
and homely..Remember the beauty of rage. Channel the anger and be a winner. Act now, think later..The maniac detective was still on the floor where he had died. The red
rose and the gift box occupied his hands..Shaking with a fear that had nothing to do with Junior Cain and flying bullets, or even with memories of Josef Krepp and his vile
necklace, Tom Vanadium closed the sketch pad and put it on the window seat. He opened the window, and in rushed the susurration of breeze-stirred oak leaves..At a gun
shop, Junior purchased two hundred rounds of ammunition. Later, that many cartridges seemed excessive to him. Later still, he purchased another two hundred.."It's what?"
asked the detective, for with the exception of his teeth, he was not a self-improved individual.."There's lots of places where I don't have bad eyes at all. And then lots of
places where I have it worse or don't have it as bad, but still have it some."."We've mapped three routes to the top," Angel said, "and each offers different challenges.
Barty's eventually going to climb all of them, but he's starting with the hardest.".WHILE THE SLATS of ash-gray light slowly lost their meager luster, and sable shadows
metastasized in sinister profusion, the sentinel silence remained unbroken between Junior Cain and the birthmarked man..He was uncharacteristically restive. His stoic
nature, his long learned Jesuit philosophy regarding the acceptance of events as they unfold, and the acquired patience of a homicide detective were insufficient to prevent
frustration from taking root in him. In the more than two months since Enoch Cain vanished, following the murder of Reverend White, no trace of the killer had been found.
Week by week, the slender sapling of frustration had grown into a tree and then into a forest, until Tom began every morning by looking out through the tightly woven
branches of impatience..surreptitiously with Junior. He was accustomed to being an object of desire. This night, however, the only lady he cared about was San Francisco
herself, and he wanted to be alone with her..As Junior stood at Seraphim's grave, his breath smoked from him in the still night air, as though he were a dragon..He reached
the end of the alleyway, stumbled into the stream of pedestrians, nearly knocked over an elderly Chinese man, turned, and discovered ... no Vanadium..Indeed,
subconsciously, she had known that Nella was gone since receiving the call at 4:15 this morning. When the old woman had finished what she needed to say, the silence on
the line had been eerily perfect, without one crackle of static or electronic murmur, unlike anything Celestina had ever heard on a telephone before..When he came to
himself, sick and weak from the poison and with an aching skull, he was in a room with brick walls and bricked-up windows. The door had no bars and no visible lock. But
when he tried to get to his feet he felt bonds of sorcery holding his body and mind, resilient, clinging, tightening as he moved. He could stand, but could not take a step
towards the door. He could not even reach his hand out. It was a horrible sensation, as if his muscles were not his own. He sat down again and tried to hold still. The
spellbonds around his chest kept him from breathing deeply, and his mind felt stifled too, as if his thoughts were crowded into a space too small for them..More good
American music. The Supremes were Negroes, sure, but Junior was not a bigot. Indeed, he had once made passionate love to a Negro girl.
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