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Best Seat In The House You IBA as among the material to perform. Backing off, trying to feel his way to the foyer and front door, afraid that if he stumbled over a chair,
she'd descend upon him like a screaming hawk upon a mouse, Junior denied her accusation. "You're crazy. How could I know? Look at you! How could 1 possibly
know?".Junior lifted the pattie with a fork, found no quarter under it, and put the meat on one half of the bun. He constructed the sandwich from these fixings, added ketchup
and mustard, and took a great, delicious, satisfying bite..Although the Rolex was expensive, Junior cared nothing about the monetary loss. He could afford to buy an armful
of Rolexes, and wear them from wrist to shoulder.."It's what?" asked the detective, for with the exception of his teeth, he was not a self-improved individual..He waited for
Otter to nod, but Otter stood motionless..Certain disbelief insulated her against immediate surprise. She shook her head. "That's not possible."."Oh, Wally, I am worried. I'm
deeply worried. My mama is going to buy herself a first-class ticket to the fiery pit if she doesn't stop this prevaricatin'.".Later, when the seven of them were gathered at the
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dinner table, the adults raised glasses of Chardonnay, the children raised tumblers of Pepsi, and Maria gave the toast. "To Bartholomew, the image of his father, who was
the kindest man I've ever known. To my Bonita and my Francesca, who brighten every day. To Edom and Jacob, from who ... from whom I've learned so much that has
made me think about the fragility of life and made me realize how precious is every day. And to Agnes, my dearest friend, who has given me, oh, so much, including all
these words. God bless us, every one.".Junior found no answers before the owner of the diner blocked him from proceeding out of the kitchen into the storeroom and the
service alley beyond. Simultaneously sweating and chilled, Junior cursed him, and the confrontation became ugly..Lifted from his despair by this exhilarating wrath, Junior
turned away from the mirror, looking for the bright side once more. Perhaps it was the bathroom window..The wife killer was evil; and his evil would be expressed one way
or another, regardless of the forces that affected his actions. If he'd not killed Naomi on the fire tower, he would have killed her elsewhere, when another opportunity for
enrichment presented itself. If Victoria hadn't become a victim, some other woman would have died instead. If Cain hadn't become obsessed with the strange conviction that
someone named Bartholomew might be the death of him, he would have filled his hollow heart with an equally strange obsession that might have led him, anyway, to
Celestina, but that would surely have brought violence down on someone else if not on her..Yet, uncaught, the quarter would have dropped to the floor. Junior would have
heard it ring off the tiles. Which he hadn't..Only one member of the distant funeral party did not disperse toward the line of cars on the service road. A man in a dark suit
headed downhill, between the headstones and the monuments, directly toward Naomi's grave..Raising his revolver, Tom squeezed off two shots, but the gun didn't
discharge..Certain the caller was the police operator, Junior screamed as though in agony, wondering if his cries sounded genuine, since he'd had no opportunity to
rehearse. Then, in spite of the painkiller, his cries suddenly were genuine..Junior considered leaving before Vanadium-still seventy-five yards away-arrived. He was afraid
he would appear to be fleeing..She held his face in both hands and kissed each of his beautiful jewel eyes. "You ready?".Otter shrugged..He stepped to the front door,
which was framed by curtained side lights. He drew one of the curtains aside and peered out..More walls than not, in both rooms, were lined with bookshelves and file
cabinets. Here he kept numerous case studies of accidents, man-made disasters, serial killers, spree killers: proof undeniable that humanity was a fallen species engaged
in both the unintentional and calculated destruction of itself..Sparky Vox-with less training in theology and philosophy than his guest, but with a spiritual insight that any
overeducated Jesuit would have to admire, even if grudgingly-had settled Vanadium's uneasy conscience. "The problem with movies and books is they make evil look
glamorous, exciting, when it's no such thing. It's boring and it's depressing and it's stupid. Criminals are all after cheap thrills and easy money, and when they get them, all
they want is more of the same, over and over. They're shallow, empty, boring people who couldn't give you five minutes of interesting conversation if you had the piss-poor
luck to be at a party full of them. Maybe some can be monkey-clever some of the time, but they aren't hardly ever smart. God must surely want us to laugh at these fools,
because if we don't laugh at 'em, then one way or another, we give 'em respect. If you don't mock a bastard like Cain, if you fear him too much or even if you just look at him
in an all-solemn sort of way, then you're paying him more respect than I ever intend to. Another glass of wine?"."Stop it, stop it! " Agnes, only ten years old, slender and
shaking, but wild with righteousness, until now held in thrall by her own fear, by the memory of all the beatings that she herself has taken. She screams at their father and
strikes him with a book she's brought from the house. The Bible. She strikes their father with the Bible, from which he's read to them every night of their lives. He drops the
roses, tears the holy book out of Agnes's hands, and pitches it across the yard. He rakes up a handful of the scattered roses, intending to make his son resume this dinner
of sin, but here comes Agnes once more, the Bible recovered, brandishing it at him, and now she says what all of them know to be true but what none of them has ever
dared say, what even Agnes herself will never again dare to say after this day, not while the old man lives, but she dares to say it now, holding the Bible toward him, so he
can see the gold-embossed cross upon the imitation-leather cover. "Murderer," Agnes says. "Murderer " And Edom knows that they're all as good as dead now, that their
father will slaughter them right here, right this minute, in his rage. "Murderer," she says accusingly, behind the shield of the Bible, and she doesn't mean that he is killing
Edom, but that he killed their mother, that they heard him in the night, three years before, heard the short but awful struggle, and know that what happened was no accident.
Roses fall from his skinned and pierced hands, a flurry of petals yellow and petals red. He rises and takes a step toward Agnes, his dripping fists crimson with his blood and
with Edom's. Agnes doesn't back away, but thrusts the book toward him, and scintillant sunlight caresses the cross. Instead of tearing the book out of her hands again, their
father stalks away, into the house, surely to return with club or cleaver ... yet they will see no more of him this day. Then Agnes-with tweezers for the thorns, with a basin full
of warm water and a washcloth, with iodine and Neosporin and bandages-kneels beside him in the yard. Jacob, too, comes forth from the dark crawlspace under the porch,
having watched in terror from behind the latticework skirt. He is shaking, crying, flushed with embarrassment because he didn't intervene, although he was wise to hide, for
the disciplinary beating of one twin usually leads to the pointless beating of the other. Agnes gradually settles Jacob by involving him in the treatment of his brother's
wounds, and to Edom she says, often thereafter, "I love your roses, Edom. I love your roses. God loves your roses, Edom." Overhead, agitated wings quiet to a soft flutter,
and the shrieking crows grow silent. The air pools as still and heavy as the water in a hidden lagoon within a secret glade, in the perfect garden of the unfallen....
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