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me.".Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her
to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of
the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this
wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, ‘When | have heard the end of the story, | will put her to death," and the
people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that
which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they
had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end
of that which my friend related to me."."When | returned from my fifth voyage, | gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot
that which | had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So |
brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where | embarked in a stout ship, in
company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult
and dangerous case..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart
and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name
was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness
and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward
and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had
consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise,
adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand
dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great
store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen
to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter
another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two,
ii. 28..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then she arose and returned to her chamber..163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dcccexl. Then they spread
him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations,
(21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, | am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things
happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end
(23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him
the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and
brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El ljli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and
Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and
Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there
appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy
and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast
directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much
people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know;
wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered |, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! | desire of thee that thou give me leave to
return to my own country.' 'So be it," replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of
the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, | will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.’.One day, there came a traveller
and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.’ So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where
was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord," answered the traveller, ‘we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the
country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and | follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard

this, he said,'Needs must | travel to this damsel." So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he

Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in
company with her, so haply | may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the
favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made
them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with
ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we

discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and | have gone forth. Then do what seemeth
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good to thee.".Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..17. The Hedgehog and
the Pigeons clii.Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve
years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to
vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a
maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a
cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness,

his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of

Brother xxxi.Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with
verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse,
who took it and carried it to EI Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c.
The Third Old Man's Story ii.Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings
differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the
choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of
this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time.
Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but
stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and
placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..41. Ali Shar and
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