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become ready. "No, that's not necessary," Junior said, trying to sound casual. "Considering what you told me, I'm sure whoever's bothering me here can't be Vanadium. I
mean, him being on the run, with plenty of his own troubles, the last thing he'd do is follow me here just to screw with my head a little.".Neddy talked when Celestina paused
for breath, talked over her when she didn't pause, heard only his own mellifluous voice and was pleased to conduct both sides of the conversation, wearing her down as
surely as-though far more rapidly than-the sand-filled winds of Egypt diminished the pharaohs' pyramids. He talked through the first polite "Excuse me" of the tall man who
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stepped into the open doorway behind him, through the second and third, and then with an abruptness that was as miraculous as any cure at the shrine of Lourdes, he fell
silent when the visitor put a hand on his shoulder, eased him gently aside, and entered the apartment..Celestina stared at the small, brown face, opening herself to the
anger and hatred with which she had regarded this child in the operating room..If he had been any other three-year-old, she would have told a compassionate lie. He was
her miracle child, however, her prodigy, and he would know a lie for what it was..Then her breath caught repeatedly in her breast as her throat tightened against the influx of
air. One particularly difficult inhalation dissolved into a sob, and she wept..Olive complexion, no less smooth than the skin of a calamata. Eyes as lustrous as pools
shimmering with a reflection of eternity and stars..Hound smiled. "They haven't undone what you did yet, either," he said. "Old Whiteface was crawling all over her
yesterday, growling and muttering. Ordered the helm replaced." He meant Losen's chief mage, a pale man from the North named Gelluk, who was much feared in
Havnor..Junior found no answers before the owner of the diner blocked him from proceeding out of the kitchen into the storeroom and the service alley beyond.
Simultaneously sweating and chilled, Junior cursed him, and the confrontation became ugly..Her mouth was as greedy as it was ripe, and her pliant body radiated volcanic
heat, and as Junior slipped his hands under her skirt, his mind teemed with thoughts of sex and wealth and power, until he discovered that the heiress was an heir, with
genitalia better suited to boxer shorts than to silk lingerie..He preferred to venture inside the house while some lights remained on. He didn't want to be reduced to creeping
stealthily in the dark through strange rooms: The very idea filled his guts with shiver chasing shiver..She repeated this ritual eleven more times--"For Andrew, for James, for
John"--frequently glancing into the nave behind her, to be sure that she was unobserved..The glimmering bay and the shimmering amber candlelight provided the perfect
atmosphere for the song that arose now from the piano in the bar..Standing at graveside, Junior was in a foul mood. He was weary of pretending to be deep in grief..Around
the dinner table, the adults applauded, but the tougher audience squinted at the ceiling, toward which she believed the coin had arced, then at the table, where it ought to
have fallen among the water glasses or in her creamed corn. At last she looked at Tom and said, "Not magic.".Never before had she put faith in any form of prognostication.
In the whispery falling of those twelve cards, however, she heard the faint voice of truth, not quite a coherent truth, not as clear a message as she might have wished, but a
murmur that she couldn't ignore..In the bedroom, as he opened a suitcase on the bed, he saw the quarter. Shiny. Heads-up. On the nightstand..Extracting documents from
his valise, Vinnie said, "Well, I've no right to talk. Food is my obsession. Look at me, so fat you'd think I'd been raised from birth for sacrifice.".Fragments of the broken
wineglass crunched under his shoes as he crossed the small kitchen to the dinette. He opened the bottle of vodka and put it on the table in front of the dead woman..The
patches were held by the same two elastic strips, so Barty flipped up both at the same time..Yet he brooded even at breakfast, in spite of the consolation of clotted cream
and berries, raisin scones and cinnamon butter. In better worlds, wiser Tom Vanadiums chose different tactics that resulted in less misery than this, in a far swifter
conveyance of Enoch Cain to the halls of justice. But he was none of those Tom Vanadiums. He was only this Tom, flawed "land struggling, and he couldn't take comfort in
the fact that elsewhere he had proved to be a better man..Junior vigorously scrubbed his corpse-licked cheek with one hand. Then he scrubbed his hand against the
musician's raincoat..Snap, snap, snap! Three more quarters ricocheted off the left side of his face-temple, cheek, jaw..The detective shrugged. "The girl might've had her
baby at a third rate hospital, one with poor control of patients' records and a less professional staff. Or the kid might have been placed for adoption through some baby
brokerage in it strictly for the money. Then there would've been opportunities to learn something. But as soon as I discovered it was St. Mary's, I knew we were
screwed.".She didn't have experience with guns, but having seen him trying to press cartridges into the magazine, she knew how to load. She inserted one round. Then a
second. Enough..On one wall hung an impressive array of gardening tools. In the comer was a potting bench..Words eluded him again, and he surveyed the coffee shop, as
if someone might step forward to speak for him. He realized people were staring, and embarrassment drew a tighter knot in his tongue..This claim wasn't true. His father, an
unsuccessful artist and highly successful alcoholic, lived in Santa Monica, California. His mother, divorced when Junior was four, had been committed to an insane asylum
twelve years ago. He rarely saw them. He hadn't told Naomi about them. Neither of his parents was a resume enhancer.."You better wise up, you tree-humping nitwit,"
Rudy advised Junior, grabbing the bed railing as if he might tear it off and use it to club his son-in-law senseless..Golden lamplight gilded the front windows downstairs. He
would sit with Victoria on the living-room sofa, sipping wine as they got to know each other. She might tell him to call her Vicky, and maybe he'd ask her to call him Eenie,
the affectionate name Naomi had given him when he wouldn't tolerate Enoch. Soon, they would be necking like two crazy kids. Junior would disrobe her on the sofa,
caressing her smooth pliant body, her skin buttery in the lamplight, and then he would carry her, naked, to the dark bedroom upstairs..And there are songs, old lays and
ballads from small islands and from the quiet uplands of Havnor, that tell the story of those years..Like all women past puberty and this side of the grave, she was attracted
to him. She never told him as much, not in words, but he detected this attraction in the way she looked at him, in the tone that she used when she spoke his name.
Throughout three weeks of therapy, Seraphim revealed countless small but significant proofs of her desire..Anyway, if Celestina escaped, there would be a witness, and it
wouldn't matter to a jury that she was a talentless bitch who painted kitsch. She would have seen Junior get out of the Mercedes and would be able to provide at least a
half-accurate description of the car in spite of the fog. He still hoped to pull this off without having to give up his good life on Russian Hill.."Blood tests should reveal whether
the child's yours or not. That also might explain all this.".The beetle-green Pontiac waited in the driveway, with a shine that tempted nature to throw around some bad
weather. Joey always kept a spotless car, and he probably wouldn't have had time to earn a living if he had resided in some shine-spoiling climate rather than in southern
California..Jacob Isaacson--twin brother of Edom-knew nothing negative about Panglo, but he didn't trust him. If the mortician had been caught prying gold teeth from the
dead and carving satanic symbols in their buttocks, Jacob would have said, "It figures." If Panglo had saved bottles of infected blood from diseased cadavers, and if one day
he ran through town, splashing it in the faces of unsuspecting citizens, Jacob would not have raisers one eyebrow in surprise..Friday, after dinner, when he'd heard enough
of Maria's method of fortune-telling to know that four decks were required, that only every third draw was read, and that aces-especially red aces-were the most propitious
cards to receive, Jacob had taken great pleasure in preparing for Barty the most favorable first eight cards that could possibly be dealt. This was a small gift to cheer Agnes,
on whose heart Joey's death weighed as heavily as iron chains..At the next comer, instead of continuing south, Junior angled aggressively in front of oncoming pedestrians,
stepped off the curb, and headed east, traversing the, intersection against the advice of a Don't Walk sign. Horns blared, a city bus nearly flattened him, but he made.The
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cheerful tides of friends and neighbors, over the years, had washed away nearly all the stains that the dark rage of Agnes's father had impressed on these rooms. She
hoped her brothers might eventually see that hatred and anger are only scars upon a beach, while love is the rolling surf that ceaselessly smooths the sand..Later, at home
in bed, after Nolly proved the value of oysters, he and Kathleen lay holding hands. Following a companionable silence, he said, "It's a mystery.".Nolly said, "We've never
really had a song of our own, in spite of all the dancing we do. I think this is a good one. But so far, you've only sung it to another man.".At the open kitchen door, arms
laden with a stack of four bakery boxes, her mother said, "Will you get those last four pies for me there on the table? And don't jostle them, dear.".Three years ago, in St.
Mary's Hospital, with Phimie's warning fresh in her mind, Celestina swore that she would be ready when the beast came, but here he came, and she was as not ready as
possible. Time passes, the perception of a threat fades, life becomes busier, you work your butt off as a waitress, you graduate college, your little girl grows to be so vital,
so vivid, so alive that you know she just has to live forever, and after all, you are the daughter of a minister, a believer in the power of compassion, in the Prince of Peace,
confident that the meek shall inherit the earth, so in three long years, you don't buy a gun, nor do you take any training in self-defense, and somehow you forget that the
meek who will one day inherit the earth are those who forego aggression but are not those so pathetically meek that they won't even defend themselves, because a failure
to resist evil is a sin, and the willful refusal to defend your life is the mortal sin of passive suicide, and the failure to protect a little yellow M&M girl will surely buy you a ticket
to Hell on the same express train on which the slave traders rode to their own eternal enslavement, on which the masters of Dachau and old Joe Stalin traveled from power
to punishment, so here, now, as the beast throws himself against the door, as he shoves aside the barricade, with what precious little time you have left, fight. Junior shoved
through the blocked door, into the bedroom, and the bitch hit him with a chair. A small, slat-back side chair with a tie-on seat cushion. She swung it like a baseball bat, and
there must have been some Jackie Robinson blood in the White family line, because she had the power to knock a fastball from Brooklyn to the Bronx..Again, he cast his
line of memory into murky waters nearly four years in the past, to the night of passion that he had shared with Seraphim in the parsonage. As before, he could recall nothing
she'd said, only the exquisite look of her, the nubile perfection of her body..He found himself looking over his shoulder more than once. By the time lie returned to his room,
he felt half crushed by anxiety..Stepping forward lightly, lightly, as he swung the candlestick, Junior saw the dinner guest stiffen, perhaps sensing danger or at least
movement, but it was too late. The guy didn't even have time to turn his head or duck..In agreement, Maria pushed the stack of unused cards aside, and she peered at her
hands as if she wanted to scrub them for a long time under hot water..Uncommonly healthy, he didn't suffer croup, flu, sinusitis, or most of the ailments to which other
children were vulnerable..Given a child-size harmonica, he extemporized simplified versions of songs he heard on the radio. The Beatles' "All You Need Is Love." The Box
Tops' "The Letter." Stevie Wonder's "I Was Made to Love Her." After hearing a tune once, Barty could play a recognizable rendition..Between his surgeries and for many
months thereafter, Vanadium had devoted his energies to speech therapy, physical rehabilitation, and the concoction of periodic torments for Enoch Cain, which Simon
Magusson was able to implement, every few months, through Nolly and Kathleen. The idea wasn't to bring Cain to justice by torturing his conscience, since he'd allowed his
conscience to atrophy a long time ago, but to keep him unsettled and thereby magnify the impact of his first face-to-face encounter with the resurrected Vanadium..The
hateful window. The hateful, frozen window. Celestina wrenched on the crank with all of her strength, and felt something give a little, wrenched, but then the crank popped
out of the socket and rapped against the sill..They introduced themselves as Knacker, Hisscus, and Nork, but Junior didn't bother to associate names with faces, partly
because the men were so alike in appearance and manner that their own mothers might have had difficulty figuring out which of them to blame for never calling. Besides, he
was still tired from his recent ramble through the hospital-and unnerved by the thought of some baleful-eyed Bartholomew prowling the world in search of him..Junior found
the acclaim gratifying, but the widespread use of his photograph was a high price to pay even for the recognition of his contribution to art. Fortunately, with his bald head
and pocked face, he no longer resembled the Enoch Cain for whom the authorities were searching. And they believed that the bandages on his face, at the church, had
been merely an exotic disguise. One psychologist even speculated that the bandages had been an expression of the guilt and shame he felt on a subconscious level. Yeah,
right..He decided to use the tool just three times on each deadbolt before trying the door. The less noise the better. Maybe luck would be with him..Unable to continue
Tehanu's story (because it hadn't happened yet) and foolishly assuming that the story of Ged and Tenar had reached its happily-ever-after, I gave the book a subtitle: "The
Last Book of Earthsea.".Sitting on the edge of the bed, taking his hand, she stared at his sweet little bow of a mouth, whereas before she would have met his eyes. "Tell
me.".."Don't worry," Celestina told him, "after what we've seen this past week, we're still with you.".The wedding reception-big, noisy, and joyous-spread across the three
properties without fences. His mother's name was so often mentioned, her presence so strongly felt in all the lives that she had touched, that sometimes it seemed that she
was actually there with them.."Poker." Keeping his hands high, like a penitent confessing sin at a revival meeting and asking God to wash him clean, Obadiah said, "My
specialty was close-up magic. Oh, I pulled a rabbit out of a hat more than once, silk scarves from thin air, doves from silk scarves. But close was my love. Coins, but mostly
... cards.".He wasn't entirely sure what all he hoped to find. Perhaps an envelope or a cash box with folding money, which a fleeing murderer would surely pause to take
with him. Suspicions might be raised if he left it behind. Perhaps a savings-account passbook..Of the curiosities Junior uncovered, Frieda's weapons interested him most.
Guns were stashed throughout the apartment: revolvers, pistols, and two pistol-grip shotguns. Sixteen altogether..The modulated electronic brrrrr was similar to the sound
of the telephone in Vanadium's cramped study, on Sunday night. Junior was transported back to that place, that moment in time..Through the cacophony of shattering
glass, splintering wood, and cracking plaster, Paul heard the hard roar of an engine, the blare of a horn, and suspected what must have happened. Some drunk or reckless
driver had crashed at high speed into the parsonage..Because he genuinely liked women and hoped always to please them, always to be discreet and chivalrous and
giving, Junior did as she wished, spinning a vivid account of the grisly vengeance he would take if ever Seraphim told anyone what he'd done to her. Vlad the Impaler, the
historical inspiration for Brain Stoker's Dracula--thank you, Book-of-the-Month Club--could not have imagined bloodier or more horrific tortures and mutilations than those
that Junior promised to visit upon the reverend, his wife, and Seraphim herself Pretending to terrorize the girl excited him, and he was perceptive enough to see that she
was equally excited by pretending to be terrorized..She had expected horror, although perhaps not a horror quite as stark as this, and she had also expected to be crushed
by it, destroyed, because although she was able to survive any misery that might be visited upon her, she didn't think that she possessed the fortitude to endure the
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suffering of her innocent child. Yet she listened, and she received the terrible burden of the news, and her bones did not at once turn to dust, though unfeeling dust was
what she now preferred to be..As though one of the quarters had dropped into his ear and triggered a golden oldie in the jukebox of his mind, Junior heard Vanadium's
voice in the hospital room, in Spruce Hills, on the night of the day when Naomi died: "en you cut Naomi's string, you put an end to the effects that her music would have on
the lives of others and on the shape of the future.....When at last the caller spoke again, her voice sounded a kingdom away: "Will you tell Bartholomew ... ?".The one piece
he had purchased was by a young Bay Area artist, Bavol Poriferan, about whom art critics nationwide were in agreement: He was destined for a long and significant career.
The sculpture had cost over nine thousand dollars, an extravagance for a man trying to live on the income of his hard-won and prudently invested fortune, but its presence
in his living room immediately identified him, to cognoscenti, as a person of taste and cutting-edge sensibilities.

Alphabetical Code of Signals
Knights of Runa
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Aimo
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Arto
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Hermanni
Tytto Joka Unohti Nimensa Terttu
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Henri
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Adam
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Esko
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Heino
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Ethan
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensi Iisak
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Henrikki
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Edvard
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Aarne
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Auno
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Tuukka
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Auvo
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Aleksis
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Ali
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Ilpo
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Albert
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Ari
Poika Joka Unohti Nimensa Henry
Tytto Joka Unohti Nimensa Tina
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