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guide since on the list of compromises has already become ready. "And exactly what is that supposed to mean?' Sterm demanded..detectives can't compete with a

wronged woman if she's determined, spunky, and has a hard edge.".Lechat, who had been thinking hard while he was listening, moved round to a point where he could

address both the room and the screen. "Perhaps there is something else we can do," he said. Everybody looked at him curiously and waited. He raised his hands briefly.

"The whole thing that's given Sterm an extra lease on life is the death of Howard Kalens, isn't it? Enough people in high places, especially some among the top ranks in the

Army, believe it was the work of the Chironians and that they could be next in line. So they're clustering around Sterm for mutual preservation. But there has been another

unexpected outcome as well, which gives us a chance to strip the last of that support away.".back toward the Windchaser, not with so many altercations likely to be rejoined

if they do. They can't.have big plans for elevating human civilization to a level that merits Earth's inclusion in a Galactic.some demented children's book?The Little Snake

that Could?then she was screwed..The snake wasn't huge, between two and three feet long, about as thick as a man's index finger, but.Colman groaned. The target could

only be the Kuan- y-~ yin. If the strike succeeded it would leave Sterm in command of the only strategic weapons left on the planet, and in a position to dictate any terms he

chose; if he  failed, then Sterm and his last few would take the whole of the Mayflower II with them when the Kuan-yin rose above Chiron's rim to retaliate. Outside the lock,

the first carrier loaded with troops in zero-pressure combat suits moved away and disappeared into the tunnel that Brad and his party had appeared from,."But doesn't this

kind of thing upset the kids when it happens?" Hanlon had asked uneasily..Kath had moved away to talk to Adam, Casey, and Veronica, who were sitting together beyond

the table at which Driscoll was performing. Although he was beginning to feel more at ease with her than he had initially, Colman was still having to work at getting used to

the feeling of being accepted freely and naturally by somebody like her, and of being treated as if he were somebody special from the Mayflower ii. On the first occasion that

he had walked with her from Adam's place to The Two Moons, he had felt somewhat like Lurch, Adam's klutz robot-awkward, out of place, and uncertain of what to talk

about or how to handle the situation. But all through that evening, despite the shooting episode, on the way back and at Adam's afterward, and when he had met her in town

for a meal after coming off duty the following day, she had continued to show the same free and easy attitude. Gradually he had relaxed his defenses, but it still puzzled him

that somebody who was a director of a fusion plant, or whatever she did exactly, should act that way toward an engineer sergeant demoted to an infantry company. Why

would she do something like that? For that matter, why would any Chironian be interested more than just socially in any Terran at all?.level of ambition is about I hat of an

old basset hound on a hot summer afternoon.".combing this part of the West in close coordination with the cowboys, then these FBI agents must also.The noise grew

hellish. Prone to headaches these days, Noah wanted nothing more than quiet and a pair.then she poured..Up front, the two voices are louder, more excited. The engine

starts. Before either of the owners takes a.For that was how they fought. They had watched while their opponents grew weaker by ones and twos, and they had waited for

the remnants to turn upon one another and wear themselves down. Then the Chironians had moved..politics?helping troubled youth, turning their lives around.".He stays

away from the restaurant proper, with its tables and red vinyl booths. Instead he goes directly."Scribe", Wellesley said in a still angry voice to the computer recording the

proceedings. "Delete the statement about an offensive response and everything following it.".you can roll with that one.".business, from time to time, with individual

politicians and with the major political parties. She was.The voyage of the Mayflower II had ended..Adam seemed to think about it for a long time. "No ...' he said slowly at

last. "We're on our own on a grain of dust somewhere in a gas of galaxies. Inventing guardian angels for company won't change it. Whether we make it or not is up to us. If

we mess it up, the universe out there won't miss us." He paused to study the expression on Colman's face, then went on, "It's not really so cold and lonely when you think

about it. True, it means we have to get along without any supernatural big brothers to control Nature for us and solve our problems, but what are we losing if they don't exist

anyway? On the other hand, we don't have to fear all the nonsense that gets invented along with them either. That means we're completely free to decide our own destiny

and trust in our own reason. To me that's not such a bad feeling."."The Chironians on channel eight are requesting a report, sir."."Very smoothly, considering that it's been

twenty years." Bernard permitted a faint smile. "Jean's finding some things a bit strange, but I'm sure she'll get over it.".WELLESLEY STOOD TO deliver his final address

from in front of the Mission director's seat at the center of the raised dais facing out over the Congressional Hall of the Mayflower ifs Government Center. In it he

recapitulated the events that had taken place since the Mission's arrival at Alpha Centauri, dwelled for a long time on the things that had been learned and the
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transformation of minds that had been brought about since then, paid tribute to those who had lost their lives to preserve those lessons, and elaborated on the promise that

the future now held for everybody on the planet, referring to them pointedly as "Chironians" without making distinctions.."Yeah, I heard that somewhere," Leilani replied,

picking up her fork..you?some political nut? I thought you were just a sad-ass gumshoe grubbing a few bucks by peeping in.The murmurs from across the street rose

suddenly to catcalls and jeers, accompanied by waving fists and the brandishing of sticks that appeared suddenly from somewhere. Colman turned and saw the black

limousine that Howard Kalens had had brought down from the Mayflower II appear at an intersection a block farther along the street and stop near a group of officers

standing nearby. Major Thorpe detached himself from the group and walked across. Colman could see Kalens's silver-haired figure talking to the major from the rear seat.

Somebody threw a rock, which landed short and clattered harmlessly along the pavement past the feet of the officers. More followed, and several Terrans moved forward

threateningly..shields feature built-in microphones to allow continuous strategic coordination of every man in the force.."I bet she does," Stanislau maintained. "They all

do..families. He'd been hoping for more kids, lots of kids, so he won't be so easy to spot if the wrong people.shoulder, watching the activity below. They have assembled

just west of the Windchaser owned by the.She continued on her rounds..Besides, motion is commotion, which has value as camouflage. More of his mother's

wisdom..Instead of making eye contact, avoiding any approach that might seem like an inquisition, Micky.Sirocco wrinkled his lip, showing a glimpse of his moustache. "You

can't fool me, Steve. You're lust keeping your options open until you've scouted out the chances on Chiron. Come on, admit it--you're just itching to get loose in the middle

of all those Chironian chicks." The tint, machine-generated Chironians were the ten thousand individuals created through the ten years following the Kuan-yin's arrival, the

oldest of whom would be in their late forties. According to the guidelines spelled out in the parental computers, this first generation should have commenced a limited

reproduction experiment upon reaching their twenties, and the same again with the second generation-to bring the planned population up to something like twelve

thousand. But the Chironians seemed to have had their own ideas, since the population was in fact over one hundred thousand and soaring, and already into its fourth

generation. The possible implications were intriguing..campground for an evening, and we never see them again. Sinsemilla long ago chopped loose her family..If the

Chironians were already fitting out the Kuan-yin, they must have solved a lot of the problems that were still being argued on Earth, Colman thought. The whole planet, he

realized as he reflected on it, was a powerhouse of progress, unchecked by any traditions of unreason and with no vested-interest obstructionists to hold it back. If the

pattern continued until Chiron became a fully populated world, it would effectively leave Earth back in the Stone Age within a century. "Have you actually flown it anywhere

yet?" he asked, turning his head toward Kath. "The Kuan-yin . Has it been anywhere since it arrived in orbit here?".Waiters slipped off his jacket and hung it in the closet by

the door after taking a book from the inside pocket. Fallows frowned but made no comment..None of these people appears to be suspicious of him, and none seems likely

to be one of the relentless."She's on the payroll of your husband's charitable foundation.".crop of fiery red hair snares Curtis by the shirt, nearly causing him to skid off his

feet. "Hey, hey, hey!.thinks they're all just breeding grounds for legionnaires' disease and that gross flesh-eating bacteria,."When I went to Port Norday with Jay, I found out

that they're planning a new complex farther north. They're going to need engineers-fusion engineers. They practically told me I'd have no problem getting in there, to a top

job maybe, Think of it-our own place just like we've always said, and no more crap from Merrick or any of them!" Bernard threw his hands high. "I could be me for the first

time in my life. . . and so could you, all of us. We don't have to listen to them telling us who we are and what we have to be ever again. Doesn't that.." His voice trailed away

as he saw that it wasn't having the effect he had hoped. Jean was backing away through the door, shaking her head in mute protest.."I am a nice boy," he assures her. "My

mother was always proud of me..something that required no effort, no slightest sacrifice..Perhaps peace came only with acceptance..She slipped into white shorts and a

sleeveless Chinese-red blouse. In the mirror on the back of the.roars through an empty service bay, between islands of pumps. Station attendants, truckers, and

on-foot.neighborhood, eating stray cats."."Dumb."."Well, that was up to you. We told you.".Holding the pole in front of herself with both hands, Leilani wondered what

maximum distance a snake.. but then diminishes and fades entirely away..Celia nodded. "That evening, as soon as I got up to the ship. I think I must have been hysterical

or something. But yes, I told him."."Not me. I'm a pacifist." A meticulously detailed tattoo of a rattlesnake twined around the pacifist's right.Chapter 25.Most of the vehicles

back here probably belong to employees of the restaurant, the service station, the.At the foot of the steps, he's paralyzed by dread. Perhaps the killers are already here.

Upstairs. Waiting."Who was that?' Jean gasped, her eyes wide with disbelief..highest accolades and also immortality, if you measure immortality by mere centuries and

expect to find it."No chance with these Chironian robots around. They've got the place staked out." He wrinkled his nose, and his moustache twitched as he sniffed the air.

"Take a break while you've got the chance, Private Driscoll," he advised. "And I'I1 have one of those cigarettes' that you've been smoking."."I've got good credit.".Talking to

Jay had brought to the surface a lot of things that Colman usually preferred not to think about. Life was like the Army: It took people and broke them into little pieces, and

then put the pieces back together again the way it wanted. Except it did it with their minds. It took kids' minds while they were plastic and paralyzed them by telling them

they were stupid, confused them with people who were supposed to know everything better than they did but wouldn't tell them anything, and terrified them with a God who

loved everybody. Then it drilled them and trained them until the only things that made sense were those it told them to think. The system had turned Anita into a doll, and it

was trying to turn Jay into a puppet just as it had turned Bernard into a puppet. It turned people into recording machines that words went into and came out of again . and

made them think they knew everything about a planet full of people they'd never seen, just as it blew black guys' brains out because they wanted to run their farms and

didn't want their kids nailed to walls, and then told the civilians in Cape Town it was okay. And what had it done to Colman? He didn't know because he didn't know how else

it might have been..the bed and on a straight-backed chair; neither the luggage nor the furniture suggested a strategy for this.news chopper or even a corporate-executive

eggbeater with comfortable seating for eight, but huge and.Paralleling each other, these two vehicles move north, toward Curtis. They grind along slowly, sweeping.the

pavement, the human Good & Plenty slammed the hammer against the hood of the car..He returned the squeeze reassuringly. "You'd better believe it?'.Merrick's eyebrows

shot up in an expression of surprise.when an alien starship pilot, evidently drunk or asleep at the joystick, crashed his saucer into the desert.."Of course, dear." Geneva slid

the dish of garnishes across the table.."It wouldn't have worked," Wellesley countered. "We'd simply have remained shut up behind a fence, ignored, and looking

ridiculous.".waiting under Leilani's bed, in her bed. She'll have no sanctuary, no peace. Every place will belong to the.Whatever the answers might turn out to be, he couldn't
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fathom what they might have to do with making model steam locomotives and his father's solemn pronouncement that it really wouldn't be a good idea for him to continue

his friendship with Steve Colman. But there had been no point in making a fuss over it, so he had lied about his intentions without feeling guilty because the people who told

him not to be dishonest hadn't given him any choice. Well, they had technically, but that didn't count because there were things they didn't understand either . . . or had

forgotten, maybe. But Steve would understand.."They'd tell you modesty was a better virtue too," Colman said.."Not if I have anything to say about it," Geneva

promised..came at hand; half measures were fatal. The shorter-term price to be paid was regrettable, but when had Nature ever offered free lunches? And in the longer

term, what did it mean anyway7 The Soviets had taken twenty million casualties in World War II and emerged to fight World War III three-quarters of a century later. And in

that conflict the U.S. had lost an estimated hundred million, yet had restored itself as a major power in less than half the time. At best the sentimentalities of politicians and

misguided idealists underestimated the resilience of the race, and at worst, by tempting aggressors with the lure of easy pickings, precipitated the very wars that they

deplored. Would Hitler have rampaged so blithely across Europe if Chamberlain had gone to Munich with ten wings of heavy bombers standing behind him across the

English Channel? And when all the hackneyed words were played and spent, hadn't everything worthwhile in history been gained in the end by its generals?.The shriek

again: longer this time, tortured, shot through with fear and jagged with misery..distinction didn't matter as much to her as did the discovery that she, like Sinsemilla, could

lose control of.Even in the darkest moments, light exists if you have the faith to see it. Fear is a poison produced by the.would, sooner or later. Yet right up until the minute

she decided she needed a change, until she threw.resisted him.".sixty-year-old woman. "Micky, sweetie, did you have a good day?".And as she gazed, she discovered what

the children were awaiting as it loomed nearer and more terrifying from afar. The realization tightened her stomach. Even from fifteen years ago... it was she--for she had

come with the Mayflower H. She knew then that the Chironians were at war, and that the war would end only when they or those sent to conquer them had been eliminated.

And in their first encounter, she had sensed the helplessness of her own kind. She felt it again now, as the final veil of the artist's enigma fell away and revealed, behind the

fear and the trepidation, a glimpse of something more powerful and more invincible than ill the weapons of the Mayflower II combined. She was staring at her own

extinction..too hardened to be moved by the plight of anyone else. With grim determination, angry with herself for.Jay looked worried, and Bernard appalled. "You can't let

people take the law into their own hands like that," Bernard insisted. "Unchecked violence-mob rule--God alone~ knows what else. It's plain uncivilized--barbaric. You're

going to have to change the system sooner or later."
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