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possibilities of Bartholomew as a surname. By the time that he shot himself in September, he had combed through the first quarter million listings in the directory in search
of those whose first names were Bartholomew..He doused the light and crouched motionless in the absolute darkness, leaning against a wall of the dumpster to steady
himself, because his feet were planted in slippery layers of fog-dampened plastic trash bags..During the following ten days, he withdrew money from several accounts. He
converted selected paper assets into cash, as well.."WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE MY BOYFRIEND?" asked Miss Velveeta, who had thus far shown no romantic
inclinations..The customers were in a mood, most of them grumbling about their ailments. Others complained about the dreary weather, the increasing number of kids
zooming along sidewalks on these damn new skateboards, the recent tax increases, and the New York Jets paying Joe Namath the kingly sum of $427,000 a year to play
football, which some saw as a sign that the country was money-crazy and going to Hell..Instead of gaping at her as though she had been possessed by an inarticulate
demon, Wally urgently fumbled a small box out of his jacket pocket and blurted, "Will you marry me?".White's paintings, which Junior found naive, dull, and insipid in the
extreme. She imbued her work with all the qualities that real artists disdained: realistic detail, storytelling, beauty, optimism, and even charm..After prying Junior out of the
meditative position, Chicane pushed him onto his back and vigorously--indeed, violently--massaged his thighs and calves. "Really bad muscle spasms," he explained..ready
to hear me. However long you need. But something ... something extraordinary happened here before you arrived."."Fifteen fifty-six?" Bill frowned. "Hell, the Chinese
probably didn't even have mud back then.".After tucking the flashlight under his belt, he grabbed the lip of the Dumpster with both hands. The metal was gritty, cold, and
wet..Not that he failed to perform well. As always, he was a bull, a stallion, an insatiable satyr. None of his lovers complained; none had the energy for complaint when he'd
finished with them..In the passenger's seat, Barty was cushioned in his mother's arms. At times, the boy cooed or gurgled, or made a wet chording sound..Junior discovered
more tears than could have been found in ten thousand onions. His wife and his unborn baby. He had been willing to sacrifice his beloved Naomi, but maybe he would have
found the cost too high if he had known that he was also sacrificing his first-conceived child. This was too much. He was bereft..The girl's appetite was sharp, even though
the food was soft and bland. Soon, she slept..As soon as he was alone, however, Junior yearned for the nurse to return. Alone, he felt vulnerable, threatened..a deeply
troubled John Wayne while the delightful David Niven floated along overhead in a basket suspended from a huge, colorful hot-air balloon..Junior considered leaving before
Vanadium-still seventy-five yards away-arrived. He was afraid he would appear to be fleeing..Inexplicably, each repetition of Bartholomew heightened Junior's anxiety. The
name resonated not just in his ear, but in his blood and bones, in body and mind, as if he were a great bronze bell and Bartholomew the clapper..Agnes called their two-car
parade a Christmas caravan, which appealed to Barty's sense of magic and adventure. Repeatedly he turned in his seat and rose to his knees to look back at his uncle
Edom, waving vigorously..So burning with anger was he that his car, by direct thermal transmission from his hands upon the wheel, should have been glowing cherry red in
the January night, should have been scorching tunnels of clear dry air through the cold fog. Rancor, virulence, acrimony, vehemence: All words learned for the purpose of
self-improvement were useless to him now, because none adequately conveyed the merest minimum of his anger, which swelled as vast and molten as the sun, far more
formidable than his assiduously enhanced vocabulary..Joey couldn't raise his head, couldn't turn more directly toward her ... because his spine had been damaged, perhaps
severed, and he was paralyzed..Writing came with reading, and in a notebook, he began to make entries about points of interest in the stories that he enjoyed. His Diary of
a Book Reader, as he titled it, fascinated Agnes, who read it with his permission; these notes to himself were enthusiastic, earnest, and charming-but literally month by
month, Agnes noticed that they grew less naive, more complex, more contemplative..The doors slid open, and they rolled Barty corridor to corridor, past the scrub sinks, to
a waiting surgical nurse in green cap, mask, and gown. She alone effected his transfer into the positive pressure of the surgery..SHORTLY BEFORE one o'clock, the
Hackachaks descended in a fury, eyes full of bloody intent, teeth bared, voices shrill..Max hung up. The Ansaphone made a series of small robot-mouse noises and then fell
silent..Yet the most enduring relationship he had all year was with the ghostly singer. On February 18, he returned home in the afternoon, from a class in spirit channeling,
and heard singing as he opened his front door. That same voice. And the same hateful song. As faint as before, repeatedly rising and falling..You scrawl names on the walls
with your own blood, play Psycho with a Sheetrock stand-in for Janet Leigh-and then fly off to Reno for a weekend of blackjack, stage shows, and all-you-can-eat buffets.
Not likely..He capped the bottle, pocketed it, and then kicked the dead man, kicked him again, and spat on him..She twisted her sweat-drenched face in what might have
been frustration, closed her.Because the upper part of the hospital bed was somewhat raised, he didn't have to lift his head from the pillow to study the corner where the
phantom waited. He peered beyond the IV rack, past the foot of the."Longer to wait between Christmases," she said. "And between birthdays. I'd save a bunch of money on
gifts.".Through the remainder of his dinner, he was entirely future focused, the past put safely out of mind. Until ....Every time Junior glanced back, Vanadium was following
his wake through the throng. Stocky but almost gliding. Grim and grimmer. Hideous. And closer..The police. The stupid police. Ringing the bell when they knew he'd been
shot. Ringing the damn doorbell when he lay here helpless, the Industrial Woman lurching toward him, his toe on the other side of the kitchen, ringing the doorbell when he
was losing enough blood to give transfusions to an entire ward of wounded hemophiliacs. The stupid bastards were probably expecting him to serve tea and a plate of
butter cookies, little paper doilies between each cup and saucer..Matching his mother's whisper, taking obvious delight in their conspiracy, he said, "Our own secret
society."."Supposing he's senile, wouldn't he possibly think you were his long- lost brother or someone?"."He's a wonderful boy, so very bright, so very full of life. Blindness
will be hard, but it won't be the end. He'll cope without the light. It'll be so difficult at first, but this boy ... eventually he'll thrive.".As the unwanted change pinged against the
concrete at his feet, Junior-snap, snap-saw the source of the next two rounds. They spat out of the vertical pay slot on a newspaper-vending machine; one hit his nose, and
the other rang off his teeth.."Possible complications include cerebral hemorrage, pulmonary edema, kidney failure, necrosis of the liver, coma-to name a few.".Eventually,
Junior remembered the quarter. He reached into the right pocket of the thin cotton bathrobe, but the coin wasn't there, as it should have been. The left pocket also was
empty..Jacob's mentor had been a man named Obadiah Sepharad. They had met when Jacob was eighteen, during a period when he'd been committed to a psychiatric
ward for a short time, his eccentricity having been briefly mistaken for something worse..WHEN A GLASS OF chilled apple juice at dawn stayed on his stomach, Junior Cain
was allowed a second glass, though he was admonished He was also given three saltines..In the morning, at breakfast, from this calmer perspective, he looked back at his
tantrum in the middle of the night and wondered if he might be in psychological trouble. He decided not. In November and December, Junior studied arcane texts on the
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supernatural, went through new women at a pace prodigious even for him, found three Bartholomews, and finished ten needlepoint pillows.."I've got one of those faces so
ordinary you see it everywhere," said Edom, and decided to tell the story of the Tri-State Tornado of 1925..He almost laughed at himself, but he recalled the disconcerting
laugh that earlier had trilled from him in the men's room, when he'd thought about stuffing Neddy Gnathic into the toilet. Now he pinched his tongue between his teeth
almost hard enough to draw blood, hoping to prevent that brittle and mirthless sound from escaping him again..Junior was starving, but he didn't trust his bowels enough to
risk dinner in a restaurant. The affliction seemed to have passed, but it might recur when he had food in his system again..They were as gracious as any people he had ever
met, but they also seemed genuinely interested in his story. He wasn't surprised that.A pianist or saxophonist could go a long way on his talent and self instruction, but a
would-be stage magician eventually needed a mentor to reveal the most closely guarded secrets of illusion and to help him master the skills of deception needed for the
highest-level prestidigitation. In a craft practiced almost exclusively by white men, a young man."Take care he doesn't turn your belt on you with a spell!" said his
uncle..Barty read aloud as Agnes drove, because she'd enjoyed the novel only from page 104. He wanted to share with her the exploits of Jim and Frank and their Martian
companion, Willis..He was a man of medicine and science, who had been served well by hard logic and by an unwavering commitment to reason. He wasn't prepared easily
to accept the notion that logic and reason, while essential tools to anyone hoping to lead a full and happy life, were nevertheless sufficient to describe either the physical
world or the human experience..At 3:3 1 A.M., even the early-winter dawn wasn't near, yet Junior was too awake to return to bed. Though sweet, though melancholy, never
ominous, the ghostly singing had left him feeling ... threatened. He considered taking a shower and getting an early start on the day. But he kept remembering Psycho:
Anthony Perkins dressed in women's clothes and wielding a butcher knife..Tammy--the stock analyst, broker, and cat-food-eating feline fetishist-whom he had dated from
Christmas of '65 through February of '66, had given him the timepiece in return for all the trading commissions and perfect sex that he had given her..Dr. Lipscomb inclined
his head slightly toward the pianist, in the manner of a stem headmaster about to emphasize a lesson with a sharp twist of the offending boy's ear. "Miss White and the
baby will have vacated these premises by the end of the week-unless you insist on bothering them with your chatter. For every minute you harass them, their departure will
be extended one day.".A mutual interest in ballroom dancing had resulted in their introduction when each needed a new partner for a fox-trot and swing competition. Nolly
had started taking lessons five years before he had met Kathleen..IMPLODE To burst inward under pressure. Like the hull of a submarine at too great a
depth..Nevertheless, he stepped away from the wall, and with his hands extended to full arm's length, he turned, feeling the lightless world around him. Nothing. No one..He
raised the lower sash of the tall double-hung window and slipped quietly into the dark kitchen. Because the window served also as an emergency exit, it wasn't set above a
counter, and ingress was easy..Mrs. Cain's little boy felt small, weak, sorry for himself, and terribly alone. The detective was still here, but his presence only aggravated
Junior's sense of isolation..Glorying in the cloudless day and the warmer than usual weather, he drove seventy miles north, through phalanxes of evergreens that marched
down the steep hills to the scenic coast. All the way, he monitored the traffic in his rearview mirror. No one followed him..When Max answered, Vanadium let out his breath
in a whoosh of relief and began talking on the inhalation: "It's me, Tom, and maybe I've just got a bad case of the heebie-jeebies, but there's something I think you better do,
and you better do it right now.".Along Junior's hairline, on his cheeks, his chin, and his upper lip, a double score of hard little knots had risen, angry red and hot to the touch.
Having previously experienced a particularly vicious case of the hives, Junior realized this was something new-and worse. To the pilot, he replied, "Allergic reaction.".When
the highway passed through a sunless ravine, he had broken into a sour sweat at the sight of the bloody pulsing reflections of the revolving rooftop beacons on the
bracketing cut-shale walls. Now and then, the siren shrieked to clear traffic ahead, and he felt the urge to scream with it, to let loose a wail of terror and anguish and
confusion and loss..He was no longer in his scrubs, but wore gray wool slacks and a blue cashmere sweater over a white shirt. Face somber, he looked less like an
obstetrician engaged in the business of life than like a professor of philosophy forever pondering the inevitability of death..He had noted all seven names on the bassinets,
but he read them again. He sensed in their names-or in one of their names-the explanation for his seemingly mad perception of a looming threat..More than once, a passing
nurse stopped to check on him and to advise him not to exhaust himself.Fed up with them and with this exhibition, Junior half wished that he would again be stricken by
violent nervous emesis. Even in his suffering, he would enjoy spraying these insistently appealing canvases with the reeking ejecta of his gut: criticism of the most pungent
nature..He hit Celestina with the big question, the huge question, just as she paused in her babbling to suck in a deep breath, the better to spout even more nonsense,
whereupon this panicky inhalation caught in her breast, caught so stubbornly that she was certain she would need the attention of paramedics to start breathing again, but
then Wally popped open the box, revealing a lovely engagement ring, the sight of which made the trapped breath explode from her, and then she was breathing fine,
although snuffling and crying and just generally a mess. "I love you, Wally."."Yeah, they think we're with Candid Camera. So Jimmy points to this United Parcel truck parked
across the street and says the cameras are in there.".At the end of the famous sermon, Celestina's father had wished to all well-meaning people that into their lives should
fall a rain of benign effects from the kind and selfless actions of countless Bartholomews whom they would never meet. And he assures those who are selfish or envious or
lacking in compassion, or who in fact commit acts of great evil, that their deeds will return to them, magnified beyond imagining, for they are at war with the purpose of life. If
the spirit of Bartholomew cannot enter their hearts and change them, then it will find them and mete out the terrible judgment they deserve..He was as solid as any boy. He
was in the day but not in the rain. He was moving toward the back of the car..Not a word of that would come to Paul, but his frustrating speechlessness might have been for
the best. From everything he knew about this hero, such effusive praise would embarrass him..Hound shrugged. He didn't choose to tell Losen that people hated him
disinterestedly..Agnes ran to the kitchen, where she had been working when the doorbell rang, packing boxes of groceries to be delivered with the honey-raisin pear pies
that she and Jacob had baked this morning..Meanwhile, he became an accomplished meditator. Guided by Bob Chicane, Junior progressed from concentrative meditation
with seed the mental image of a bowling pin-to meditation without seed. This advanced form is far more difficult, because nothing is visualized, and the purpose is to
concentrate on making the mind utterly blank..Sometimes Barty could be fierce in his independence-his mother told him so-and now he rebuffed Angel too sharply. "I don't
want to be waited on. I'm not helpless, you know. I can get sodas myself" By the time he reached the doorway, he felt sorry for his tone, and he looked back toward where
the window seat must be. "Angel?".same," Agnes admonished. "Who's been raising you, sugarpie, if you don't know that? Are you going to pretend you've been brought up
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by wolves for nine years?".If Agnes knew that Jacob had been helping her game, she might never play cards with him again. She would not approve of what he had done.
Consequently, his great skill as a card mechanic must be forever his secret..Heaven, and his words touched a tenderness in her, overlaying an arc of pain across the curve
of her smile..The way one does research into nonexistent history is to tell the story and find out what happened. I believe this isn't very different from what historians of the
so-called real world do. Even if we are present at some historic event, do we comprehend it-can we even remember it-until we can tell it as a story? And for events in times
or places outside our own experience, we have nothing to go on but the stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only in memory, which is a form of
imagination. The event is real now, but once it's then, its continuing reality is entirely up to us, dependent on our energy and honesty. If we let it drop from memory, only
imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past, forcing it to tell a story we want it to tell, to mean what we want it to mean, it loses its reality, becomes
a fake. To bring the past along with us through time in the hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy undertaking; but as Lao Tzu says, wise people march along with the
baggage wagons..Turning away from the window, Tom met her gaze. His smoke-gray eyes looked frosted, as though the fog ghosts had passed through the window and
possessed him. But then the flame on the table candle flared in a draft; lambent light melted the chill from his eyes, and she saw again the warmth and the beautiful sorrow
that had impressed her before..Using a false name, claiming that he was an adoptee, Junior made inquiries with several child-placement organizations, as well as with state
and federal agencies. He discovered that Wulfstan's story was true: Adoption records were sealed by law for the protection of the birth parents, and getting at them was all
but impossible..The possibility that he'd left a clear fingerprint on the watch crystal had to be judged remote. And the band had been too textured to take a print useful to the
police.
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