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seeing that make the night as penetrable as daylight.."Leilani Klonk.".dip..of great age and immeasurable wisdom. Nevertheless, he wishes he had been brave for her..'We'll
manage," Veronica promised. 'They're more awkward than heavy. You worry too much."."Child Protective Services?".Curtis Hammond, the original, might have allowed her
to have juice in the past. The current Curtis.Colman looked away in a daze. Hanlon and Armley were waiting impatiently, and Jay was watching imploringly. He thought
furiously. Why Celia should be in danger and desperate to escape, he didn't know, but he could find out later. If he said he had to get away for a few hours. Sirocco would
cover for him, so that was okay. The threat of the Chironians' being able to destroy the ship was obviously the most serious problem but there was little likelihood of that
becoming critical within the next few hours; on the other hand, Celia was already committed to whatever she and Veronica had cooked, up between them, and that couldn't
be delayed or changed. So Celia would have to come first. Jay could go home and tell his father that Colman would be a while; at the same time Jay would be able to warn
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the Fallowses to be prepared for more company, since Colman would have to take Celia there with him. In fact that would probably work out pretty well since it would
enable her to be smuggled out of Phoenix in one operation with Bernard and the other fugitive that Jay had mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix were programmed to
operate only inside a narrow corridor unless specifically authorized to go to some other destination, so the smuggling would have to be across the border. He could fix
something with Sirocco back in the Orderly Room, no doubt, but that was a relatively minor issue since Colman was already adept at getting himself in and out of Phoenix.
As for Veronica's getting away from the base, he would have to leave that to Hanlon..Bernard stared at his glass for a few seconds, then shook his head again. "I can't buy
it," he said. "We've never seen anything or heard any mention of anything to do with strategic weapons. Where are they supposed to be?".Adam also had an older sister--to
the surprise of the Terrans--who designed navigation equipment for spacecraft at an establishment located inland from the Peninsula, a twin brother who was an architect
and. rumored to be getting friendly with a lively redhead from the Mayflower H whom Colman couldn't place, a younger sister who lived with two other teenagers somewhere
in Franklin, and a still younger half-brother, not a son of Kath's, who was with their father in Selene. It was all very confusing..but which seemed only impossibly difficult
now..Micky had come to the truth..fragments so minuscule that she could no more easily piece them together than she could gather from the.As might be expected in an
ancient and fully furnished mobile home available for by-the-week rental, the.brain damage that allows little self-awareness and no hope of a normal life.."Is it your intention
to attempt enforcing those orders if we refuse, Major?" the Chironian who had killed Wilson asked. He was lithe and athletic in build, had a thin but rugged face, and was
dressed in clothes that were dark, serviceable rather than fancy, and close fitting without being restrictively tight. He reminded Colman of the bad guy in an ancient Western
movie. The Chironian's manner was mild and his tone casual, making his answer simply a question and not a challenge..might simply have absorbed Curtis's mood..Over
his glass, Colman watched as three Special Duty troopers made their way to the bar. They stood erect and intimidating in their dark olive uniforms, cap-peaks pulled low
over their faces, and surveyed the surroundings over, hard, jutting chins. Nobody met their stares for long before looking away. One of them murmured an order to the
bartender, who nodded and quickly set up glasses, then grabbed bottles from the shelf behind. The SD's were the elite of the regular corps, handpicked for being the
meanest bastards in the Army and utterly without humor. They reminded Colman of the commando units he had seen in the Transvaal. They provided bodyguards for VIPs
on ceremonial occasions--there was hardly any reason apart from tradition in the Mayflower II's environment--and had been formed by Borftein as a crack unit sworn under
a special oath of loyalty. Their commanding officer was a general named Stormbel. D Company made jokes about their clockwork precision on parades and the invisible
strings that Stormbel used to jerk them around, but not while any of them were within earshot. They called the SD's the Stromboli Division..Wellesley concluded his formal
speech and stood looking around the hall for a moment to allow a lighter mood to settle. In the last few days some of the color had returned to his face, his posture had
become more upright and at ease, and his frame seemed to have shed a burden of years. The corners of his mouth twitched upward, and those nearest the front caught a
hint of the elusive, almost mischievous twinkle lighting his eyes.."Oh, Christ

Wearily, Colman brought a hand up to his brow. "Okay. Look, as soon as I can-" Footsteps

approaching at the double interrupted and made him look around. It was Sergeant Armley, from the Orderly Room..Rickster's hands were cupped together as though they
concealed a treasure that he was bearing as a gift."I put loose a lady like this once before, twice maybe, but those were daylight."."You hush your mouth, Burt Hooper," says
the majestic Donella. "A man who wears bib overalls and.was shoved away roughly. "Get off, you clumsy asshole," the guard growled. Panic-stricken, Driscoll grabbed the
handle of the trolley, and fled in through the doorway..With Sterm playing what was nominally the leading role, Stormbel could afford nothing that might be seen as a
concession of inferiority, which required his half of the machine to perform flawlessly, precisely, and in a way that was beyond criticism. That was what made mistakes
doubly intolerable at this particular time. But what made the whole thing completely baffling and all the snore galling was that the escorts and their charge had not only
checked in on time, but hid actually boarded the return shuttle-having passed safely through all the riskier parts of the agenda-before vanishing without a trace. They had
definitely boarded and taken their seats, and it had been only a matter of minutes before lift-off when one of the flight-crew noticed that suddenly they weren't there-any of
them. The SD guards at the boarding gate had all known what Celia Kalens looked liked, and they had been under special instructions to watch for her, but none of them
had seen her when the escorts came out of the shuttle after somehow losing her; hid shortly after that, the escorts had disappeared into the base and were never seen
again. Nobody reme9b~red seeing."I don't think it ever did. What I was afraid of was in my own head. None of it was out there." She took in the sight of her husband-his
arms tanned and strong against the white of the casual shirt that he was wearing, his face younger, more at ease, but more self-assured than she could remember seeing
for a long time-propped loosely but confidently against the frame of the door, and she smiled. "Kalens may have to hide himself away in a shell," she said. "I don't need mine
anymore.".They will see through him, perhaps not immediately, but soon, and if they get their hands on him, he will.A carrier full of combat-suited infantry nursing antitank
missile launchers and demolition equipment slid through the lock and lurched onto a branch leading to one of the Battle Module's forward ramps. "Well, we've got a clear
run all the way down one feeder, and we're moving into the others," Colman replied. "There's been some fighting inside the Battle Module, and a lot of the guys got out. We
have to hope that there aren't enough left to stop us from blowing our way in through four places at once. Just tell Borftein to keep sending through all the heavy stuff he can
find, as fast as he can get his hands on it.".CHAPTER NINETEEN."Aw, cut it out, Hoover," Rastus told the robot. "These people have only just arrived. They've got more
than enough to do." He looked at the Terrans. 'This is Hoover. He runs the place. Don't pay too much attention or you'll end up buried in junk up to your eyes.".follow you
anywhere, push through any door, and insist on your attention, you could find no sanctuary.From the west, out of the desert, arises a light breeze, warm but not hot,
carrying the silicate scent of.It was after 0400 hours, local, when Colman returned to the room which he shared with Hanlon in the Omar Bradley Block, which in the system
of twenty-four Chironian "long hours" day was about as miserable a time of day as it was on Earth. With the room to himself since Hanlon was on night duty, he crawled
gratefully between the sheets without bothering to shower to make what he could of the opportunity to sleep undisturbed until his call at 0530.."This is an announcement of
the gravest importance; it affects every member of the Mayflower ii Mission," Wellesley began, speaking in a clear but ominous voice. "I am addressing you all in my full
capacity as Director of this Mission. General Borftein is with me as Supreme Commander of all military forces. Recently, treason in its vilest and most criminal form has
been attempted. That attempt has failed. But in addition to that, a deception has been perpetrated which has involved defamation - of the Chironian character, the fomenting
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of violence to serve the political ambitions of a corrupt element among us, and the calculated and cold-blooded murder of innocent people by our own kind. I do not have to
remind you..It's impregnable, Colman thought to himself as he lay prone behind a girder mounting high up in the shadows at the back of the antechamber and studied the
approaches to the lock. The observation ports overlooking the- area from above and to the sides could command the whole place -with overlapping fields of fire, and no
doubt there were automatic or remote-operated defenses that were invisible. True, there was plenty of cover for the first stages of an assault, but the final rush -would be
suicidal - - and probably futile since the lock doors looked strong enough to stop anything short - of a tactical missile. And he was beginning to doubt if the demolition squad
suiting up to go outside farther back in the Hexagon would be able to do much good since the external approaches to the module would almost certainly be covered just as
effectively; he knew how the minds that designed things like this worked~.Sinsemilla had been struck mute by either the unexpected outcome or the spectacle.."Plights and
pickles. Troubles. Some of us get 'em served one at a time on a little plate, and some of us."And we like you, sweetheart," Geneva assured her.."They'll say he never
existed, that I'm just disturbed and invented him, like an imaginary playmate.".kissing cousin to the Grim Reaper, try reading the news. He hasn't been on the front pages for
a while,.She sat without speaking, as she had throughout the flight down, and held a handkerchief to her face while she waited for the escort to disembark-a not unusual
reaction from a recently widowed woman returning to her home. When she emerged, the escort formed around her and began moving with her toward the front entrance
with the guard bringing up the rear carrying a suitcase in each hand. Besides a large topcoat, Celia was wearing dark glasses and a headscarf, and beneath the headscarf
a wig that matched the color of her own hair..For the first time a hint of anger flashed across Sterm's face. I would advise you not to use this as an opportunity for
demonstrating your cleverness," he warned. He allowed himself a moment to calm down. Then he resumed speaking more slowly. "Earth is tearing itself apart because it
has failed to produce the strong leader who would crush"- Sterm raised a hand and dosed his fist in front of his face-"the petty rivalries and jealousies which throughout
history have frustrated, any chance of expression of the full potential grandeur of collective unity and power. Earth has always been in turmoil because it has inherited a
legacy of chaos of global proportions against which the efforts of even its most capable organizers have been to no avail. Is that the future that you would wish upon
Chiron?."Thanks for your approval." "Your boobs are real, aren't they?" "Girl, you are an amazing piece of."Some things were said tonight, some other things suggested." "I
wish you'd never heard them.".Jean looked at him with a worried face. "Jay's come back with all these things, and he's trying to say he got them all for nothing. He's
claiming that anyone can just help themselves. I've never heard such nonsense.".his reflection..And then those nearest the tunnel mouth raised their heads and exchanged
puzzled looks. On the observation platform Jarvis peered over the parapet, hesitated for a moment, and then straightened up slowly. One by one the soldiers began
lowering their weapons, and Jarvis came back down to the floor of the lock..Sometime during the two days she'd known Leilani, Micky arrived, as though by whirlwind, in a
strange.that had stuck to her skin..might be the man himself now," Hanlon's voice said from the grille by the screen. "Ah, yes., ,a little the worse for wear, but he'll be as
good as new." He gave a final heave on the lines and pulled another figure up into the picture. Bernard and Celia breathed sighs of relief as they recognized Colman's
features beneath the watch-cap inside the helmet, dripping with perspiration but apparently unharmed. Column anchored himself to another part of the structure that Hanlon
was on, unhitched his safety line and untangled it from the other one, and then helped Hanlon pull it in to produce another spacesuited figure, this time upside down and
with a pudgy, woebegone face that was somehow managing to keep a thick pair of glasses wedged crookedly across its nose.."Vice Admiral Crayford calling from
Vandenberg now, sir," a voice called out.."You'll find a way," one of the Chironians at the table said, not sounding perturbed..bricks on this road, and here, now, in the
lingering sour scent of warm beer, in this small kitchen where.Even if she's here in the night, unseen at his side, he can't rely on her. He has no guardian but himself, no.his
remark: not more than was true about him, but more than he intended to reveal. "You're no dog, Mr..Leon nodded gravely from his section of the screen. . "That is a risk," he
agreed. "As Otto said, it is difficult to judge exactly. However, we think that the policy we have outlined minimizes risks to the majority of people. Nothing will eliminate the
risks completely." He drew a long, heavy breath before answering Bernard's question directly. "But there can be no alteration of our resolution.".By contrast, this was
holding-your-breath-at-a-seance silence, just before the ghost says boo.."Worming your way into our hearts," Micky continued, because saying our instead of my seemed
to.circumference of each iris..Curtis and the door, willpower against matter, on the micro scale where will should win: Yet the lock.the salty tears that offended her more than
oozing serpent guts..To the door and through it, down three concrete-block steps, onto the lawn in the last magenta murk of.Chang laughed. "It's okay. We won't be going
very high, and it'll be more walking than anything else. There won't be anything more risky than maybe a few daskrends showing up.".STILL NO OVERTURE came from the
Chironian leaders. The Chironian who seemed to direct a lot of what went on at Canaveral, the main shuttle base outside Franklin, stated that he didn't report uniquely to
any individual or organization that approved his actions or gave him directions. So who told him how the place was to be run? It depended. He originated requests for things
like equipment and new constructions because he knew what the base needed. How did he know? Because the people in charge of capacity planning and traffic control told
him, and besides, it was his job to know. On the other hand, the companies that built the shuttles and other hardware worked out the technical specifications because that
was their business, and the customers took care between them of the priorities of the missions to be flown from the base. He stayed out of that and did his best to support
the schedules they said they needed. So ultimately, who was in charge? Who told whom to do what, and who did it? It depended. Nothing made any sense..twenty-eight,
but who sometimes felt ancient.."Dreams die hard.".Predators on the wooden highways overhead might be stalking him, leaping gracefully limb to limb, as
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