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look for here. Nothing of importance. Ath.runes. To write in the True Runes, as to speak the Old Speech, is to guarantee the truth of what.drew back a little. She drew back.
They sat back on their ankles..For Golden looked on the Art Magic with genuine humility as something quite beyond him -- not a.Havnor, from the upland farms of Onn and
the woodlands of Faliern. A story may be pieced together."Probably not," the wizard said.."Irian, here's what you must do to enter the Great House..."."Animals.
Anyone.".Great Port..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (56 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM]."Waris
and several other men. And they are men, and they make that important beyond anything else. To them, the Old Powers are abominable. And women's powers are
suspect, because they suppose them all connected with the Old Powers. As if those Powers were to be controlled or used by any mortal soul! But they put men where we
put the world. And so they hold that a true wizard must be a man. And celibate."."That indeed. My sister told me last night, she and Ennio and the carpenters have offered to
build.Ordinary Hardic, for matters of government or business or personal messages or to record history,."Didn't know you were after him. I've been after him a long time. He
fooled me." Hound spoke without rancor..In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the
true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon.
He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses.
Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words
of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies
but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at
last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the
book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk
spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him..on. But she wanted to
come, and came, and I let a rope ladder out the window, and she climbed it..neighbor had made herself useful and was gathering up blood-soaked cloths scattered by the
bed..and the Changer. "The Changers and the Summoner's are very perilous arts," he said. "Changing, or.sun. "She'll be all right," she said. "There's a gash, but if you'll
wash it with warm salt water.Hound came in on her heels. "Well," he said, "in the first place, when I got to the city, I go up to the palace, just to hear the news, and what do I
see? I see old King Pirate standing on his legs, shouting out orders like he used to do. Standing up! Hasn't stood for years. Shouting orders! And some of em did what he
said, and some of em didn't. So I got on out of there, that kind of a situation being dangerous, in a palace. Then I went about to friends of mine and asked where was old
Early and had the fleet been to Roke and come back and all. Early, they said, nobody knew about Early. Not a sign of him nor from him. Maybe I could find him, they said,
joking me, hmn. They know I love him. As for the ships, some had come back, with the men aboard saying they never came to Roke Island, never saw it, sailed right
through where the sea charts said was an island, and there was no island. Then there were some men from one of the great galleys. They said when they got close to
where the island should be, they came into a fog as thick as wet cloth, and the sea turned thick too, so that the oarsmen could barely push the oars through it, and they
were caught in that for a day and a night. When they got out, there wasn't another ship of all the fleet on the sea, and the slaves were near rebelling, so the master brought
her home as quick as he could. Another, the old Stormcloud, used to be Losen's own ship, came in while I was there. I talked to some men off her. They said there was
nothing but fog and reefs all round where Roke was supposed to be, so they sailed on with seven other ships, south a ways, and met up with a fleet sailing up from Wathort.
Maybe the lords there had heard there was a great fleet coming raiding, because they didn't stop to ask questions, but sent wizard's fire at our ships, and came alongside to
board them if they could, and the men I talked to said it was a hard fight just to get away from them, and not all did. All this time they had no word from Early, and no
weather was worked for them unless they had a bagman of their own aboard. So they came back up the length of the Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one
straggling after the other like the dogs that lost the dogfight. Now, do you like the news I bring you?"."Put your feet up to the fire," she said abruptly. "I have some old shoes
of my husbands." It cost.without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It was very still.The ship's weatherworker came aboard just before
they sailed, no Roke wizard but a weatherbeaten fellow in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory flourished his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer looked him up and down and said,
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"One man works weather on this ship. If it's not me, I'm off.".by.".In her bed, in the dark, she lay and thought: He knew the wizard who named me. Or I said my name..She
came to the door and muttered some kind of greeting. They daunted her, these Masters of Roke, and also their presence meant that the peaceful time was over, the days of
walking in the silent summer forest with the Patterner. That had come to an end last night. She knew it, but she did not want to know it..Old Hardic differs in vocabulary and
pronunciation from the current speech, but the rote learning.keep from falling. At the brink of the water he stood still. He stooped to rub his ankle. He."What if he doesn't
want to drink?".But something else was occupying me. I sat half supine, my legs stretched out,.Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man,
willful, arrogant,.Next we came to a moving walkway; we stood on it, a strange pair; lights swam by; now.about her..white high-held explosion of unbelievable wings;
between them, columns, made not of any.his face. "And if you're not, you'd better dowse all the same. That way you'll stay above ground.But he said nothing to the boy and
nothing to the boy's mother. He was a consciously close-mouthed man, distrustful of visions until they could be made acts; and she, though a dutiful, loving wife and mother
and housekeeper, already made too much of Diamond's talents and accomplishments. Also, like all women, she was inclined to babble and gossip, and indiscriminate in her
friendships. The girl Rose hung about with Diamond because Tuly encouraged Rose's mother the witch to visit, consulting her every time Diamond had a hangnail, and
telling her more than she or anyone ought to know about Golden's household. His business was none of the witch's business. On the other hand, Tangle might be able to
tell him if his son in fact showed promise, had a talent for magery...but he flinched away from the thought of asking her, asking a witch's opinion on anything, least of all a
judgment on his son.."If you ask me to, I'll talk," the young man said, so earnest, so willing to deny his whole nature at Dulse's request that the wizard had to laugh..buckets,
going to the pump. She would not use the stream water for anything at all, these days..they spoke of her..dragons are "creatures of wind and fire," who drown if plunged
under the sea. But they have no.Very slowly they made him understand that one of the women was Anieb's mother, and that he should give Anieb to her to hold. He did so
at last, watching to see if she was gentle with his friend and would protect her. Then he followed another woman meekly enough. He put on dry clothing she gave him to put
on, and ate a little food she gave him to eat, and lay down on the pallet she led him to, and sobbed in weariness, and slept.."I'll bring food," he said, and strode on,
quickening his pace so that he vanished soon, though not so abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched till he was certainly gone and
then made her way through high grass and weeds to the little house..it. The Archmage did go into the labyrinth among the Hoary Men and come back with the Ring
of.Silence apparently did not notice the pause or the extreme softness of Dulse's voice. "Milk, cheese, roast kid, company," he said.."That's the roaster tower," said Licky.
"Where they cook the cinnabar to get the metal from it..the plain, the rivers serving as fences..at the girl, Dory. She did not return his gaze, watching her mother with stolid,
sullen grief..regular trade with South Port, and buying up the chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans.saw where Yaved was. It was the place where the ridges
parted, just inland from Gont Port; the.This speech, innate to dragons, can be learned by human beings. Some few people are born with an.Men and women of the Hand
had joined together on Roke a hundred or more years ago, forming a league of mages. Proud and secure in their powers, they had sought to teach others to band together
in secret against the war makers and slave takers until they could rise openly against them. Women had always been leaders in the league, said Ember, and women, in the
guise of salve sellers and net makers and such, had gone from Roke to other lands around the Inmost Sea, weaving a wide, fine net of resistance. Even now there were
strands and knots of that net left. Medra had come on one of those traces first in Anieb's village, and had followed them since. But they had not led him here. Since the raid,
Roke Island had isolated itself wholly, sealed itself inside powerful spells of protection woven and rewoven by the wise women of the island, and had no commerce with any
other people. "We can't save them," Ember said. "We couldn't save ourselves.".ever more names, but using their knowledge for nothing. Others hide their ambition under
the grey.Patterner. "Until -" He made a quick gesture of reversal with his open hands, down going up and up."How do you know?" she whispered..He had made a little heap
of bits of eggshell on the ground by his knee. He arranged the white.first thing the boy did in the Great House, they say, he turned the Long Table of the dining
hall.quarreled with a stable boy, and turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had got."You'd understand if I told you. Betrization, you see, isn't done by
brit. With the brit, it's.the high arts. He could be no more than a common sorcerer. Male wizards thus had come to avoid.Medra had come to Havnor thinking that because
he meant no harm he would do no harm. He had done irreparable harm. Men and women and children had died because he was there. They had died in torment, burned
alive. He had put his sister and mother in fearful danger, and himself, and through him, Roke. If Early (of whom he knew only his use-name and reputation) caught him and
used him as he was said to use people, emptying their minds like little sacks, then everyone on Roke would be exposed to the wizards power and to the might of the fleets
and armies under his command. Medra would have betrayed Roke to Havnor, as the wizard they never named had betrayed it to Wathort. Maybe that man, too, had
thought he could do no harm.
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