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late-afternoon light, on this Christmas Eve, Barty was no ghost, no illusion..Junior was not immune to traditional logic, but in this case he recognized the superior wisdom of
Zedd's philosophy. His dread of Bartholomew and his gut-level animosity toward a child he'd never met defied all reason and exceeded simple paranoia; therefore, it must
be purest, infallible animal instinct..In the hall that served the two ground-floor apartments, they encountered Rena Moller, the elderly woman who lived in the unit across
from theirs. She was polishing the dark wood of her front door with lemon oil, a sure sign that her son and his family were coming to dinner..Mrs. Lombardi had no visitors.
She was alone in the world, her two children and her husband having passed away long ago.."Oh!" She blotted her eyes on the heels of her hands. "Wait! Give me a
second chance. I can do it better, I'm sure I can.".Tom caused less of a stir in the restaurant than Kathleen had expected. Other diners noticed him, of course, but after one
or two looks of shock or pity, they appeared indifferent, though this was undoubtedly the thinnest pretense of indifference. The same quality in him that elicited deferential
regard from the waiter apparently ensured that others would be courteous enough to respect his privacy..In a red coat with a red hood, Bartholomew appeared first in the
arms of the tall lanky man, the Ichabod Crane look-alike, who also had a large tote bag hanging from his shoulder..As early as this evening, here at her son's bedside,
Agnes began dimly to sense that certain of these amusing conversations with Barty might not be as fanciful as they seemed, that he was expressing in a childlike way some
truth that she had assumed was fantasy..The telephone was operative, and Vanadium dialed the number of the building superintendent, Sparky Vox. Sparky had an
apartment in the basement, on the upper of two subterranean floors, adjacent to the garage entrance..She left him sore in places that had never been sore before. Yet he
was more stressed out on Thursday than he'd been on Wednesday..Yet the most enduring relationship he had all year was with the ghostly singer. On February 18, he
returned home in the afternoon, from a class in spirit channeling, and heard singing as he opened his front door. That same voice. And the same hateful song. As faint as
before, repeatedly rising and falling.."By the close of business tomorrow," said the lawyer, "I expect to have an offer for your consideration.".Glaring and red-faced, lowering
his voice almost to a whisper, Neddy said, "I'm sorry, but you've got me all wrong. I'm not like Renee and you.".That last part was true. He just wasn't loose in this world
anymore. And in the world to which he'd gone, he would not find easy victims.."I don't like the old crazy doctor," she said, still drawing. "I wish it was about bunnies on
vacation-or maybe a toad learns to drive a car and has adventures.".Sometimes Barty could be fierce in his independence-his mother told him so-and now he rebuffed
Angel too sharply. "I don't want to be waited on. I'm not helpless, you know. I can get sodas myself" By the time he reached the doorway, he felt sorry for his tone, and he
looked back toward where the window seat must be. "Angel?".Paul knelt on one knee beside her wheelchair. "This momentous day, Agnes. This momentous day, with all of
its beginnings. Hmmm?".Junior poured half the vodka over the corpse, splashed some around other parts of the kitchen, and spilled the last on the cook top, where it
trickled toward the active burner. This was not an ideal accelerant, not as effective as gasoline, but by the time he threw the bottle aside, the spirits found the flame..And as
he grew, the boy seemed content with his own company and that of his mother and his uncles. Yet Agnes worried that no children his age lived in their neighborhood. She
thought he would be happier if he had a playmate or two..She could have used the chair. Sitting, however, she wouldn't be able to see his face..He assumed that she hadn't
phoned the police to make a formal report. No need to go out of her way to slander Junior when Thomas Vanadium had been prowling the hospital at all hours of the day
and night, ready to lend an ear to any falsehood about him, as long as it made him appear to be a sleazeball and a wife killer..He did wonder why he had chosen this night
of all nights to become even a more fearless adventurer, rather than a month ago or a month hence. Instinct told him that he'd felt the need to test himself, that a crisis was
fast approaching, and that to be ready for it, he must be confident that he could do what had to be done when the crunch came. Slipping into sleep, Junior suspected that
Prosser might have been less lark than preparation..The boy's difference was defined as much by what he didn't do as by what he did. For one thing, he didn't observe the
Terrible Twos, the period of toddler rebellion that usually frayed the nerves of the most patient parents. No tantrums for the Pie Lady's son, no bossiness, no
crankiness..Maria Gonzalez brought rice casseroles, homemade tamales, and chile rellenos. Daily, Jacob made cookies and brownies, always a new variety, and in such
volume that Maria's plates were heaped with baked goods each time they were returned to her..Matching his mother's whisper, taking obvious delight in their conspiracy, he
said, "Our own secret society.".If Junior had not been such a rational man, schooled in logic and reason by the books of Caesar Zedd, he might have snapped there in the
street, before the photograph of Seraphim, might have begun to shake and sob and babble until he wound up in a psychiatric ward. But although his trembling knees felt no
more supportive than aspic, they didn't dissolve under him. He couldn't breathe for a minute, and his vision darkened at the periphery, and the noise of passing traffic
suddenly sounded like the agonized shrieks of people tortured beyond endurance, but he held fast to his wits long enough to realize that the name under the photo, which
served as the centerpiece of a poster, read Celestina White in four-inch letters, not Seraphim..The cemetery had been mown for the holiday. The scent of fresh cut grass
grew more intense the longer Agnes met her son's radiant green-blue gaze, until the fragrance became exquisitely sweet..He placed a phone call to Kaitlin Hackachak, his
trollish and avaricious sister-in-law, asking her to dispose of Naomi's things, their furniture, and whatever of his own possessions he chose to leave behind. Although she
had been awarded a quarter of a million dollars in the family settlement with the state and county, Kaitlin would be at the house by dawn's first light if she thought she might
make ten bucks from liquidating its contents..To celebrate, Junior went to a gallery and purchased the second piece of art in his collection. Not sculpture this time: a
painting..Before he searched the bedroom, Vanadium walked quickly back through the rooms that he had already inspected, suddenly remembering the three bizarre
paintings of which Nolly, Kathleen, and Sparky had spoken, and wondering how he could have overlooked them. They were not here. He was able to locate, however, the
places on the walls where the art works had hung, because the nails still bristled from the pocket plaster, and picture hooks dangled from the nails..When Junior opened the
trunk, he discovered that fishing gear and two wooden carriers full of carpenter's tools left no room for a dead detective. He would be able to make the body fit only if he
dismembered it first..Because he genuinely liked women and hoped always to please them, always to be discreet and chivalrous and giving, Junior did as she wished,
spinning a vivid account of the grisly vengeance he would take if ever Seraphim told anyone what he'd done to her. Vlad the Impaler, the historical inspiration for Brain
Stoker's Dracula--thank you, Book-of-the-Month Club--could not have imagined bloodier or more horrific tortures and mutilations than those that Junior promised to visit
upon the reverend, his wife, and Seraphim herself Pretending to terrorize the girl excited him, and he was perceptive enough to see that she was equally excited by
pretending to be terrorized..Junior said, "I should know your name from the playbill at the lounge, but I'm as bad with names as you are good with faces.".Angel brightened
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at the sight of the coin turning end-over-end across his knuckles. "I could learn to do that," she asserted..The two bereaved women huddled at one end of the living room,
tearful, touching, talking quietly, wondering together if there was any way that each could help the other to fill this sudden, deep, and terrible hole in their lives..Ordinarily,
she would have returned to the first of the candles and offered a second fragment to Saint Peter. In this case, however, she entrusted it to the least known of the apostles,
because she was sure that he must have special significance in this matter..Friday, after dinner, when he'd heard enough of Maria's method of fortune-telling to know that
four decks were required, that only every third draw was read, and that aces-especially red aces-were the most propitious cards to receive, Jacob had taken great pleasure
in preparing for Barty the most favorable first eight cards that could possibly be dealt. This was a small gift to cheer Agnes, on whose heart Joey's death weighed as heavily
as iron chains.."Anyway, something clicked in me on the roller coaster, and I grasped a new angle of approach to the problem. I've figured out that I can walk in the idea of
sight, sort of sharing the vision of another me, in another reality, without actually going there." He smiled into her astonishment. "So what do you say about that?".Angel, as
if in God's own hands, stared with round-eyed wonder at the physician..that he could not entirely analyze. Any amateur magician-indeed, anyone willing to practice enough
hours, magician or not-could master this trick. It was mere skill, not sorcery. "What was your motive, Enoch?"
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