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perform. This is, of course, the purpose of art: to disturb you, to leave you uneasy with yourself and wary of the world, to undermine your sense of reality in order to make

you reconsider all that you think you know. The finest art should shatter you emotionally, devastate you intellectually, leave you physically ill, and fill you with loathing for

those cultural traditions that bind us and weigh us down and drown us in a sea of conformity. Junior had learned this much, already, from his art appreciation course..During

the past few hours, he had changed his life again, as dramatically as he had changed it on that fire tower almost three years ago..Barty set one other rule: "Without dying

first ... and you have to be sure you can get back.".When Junior walked the cracked-linoleum corridor and descended the six flights of stairs to the street, he discovered that

a thin drizzle was falling. The afternoon grew darker even as he turned his face to the sky, and the cold, dripping city, which swaddled Bartholomew somewhere in its

concrete folds, appeared not to be a beacon of culture and sophistication anymore, but a forbidding and dangerous empire, as it had never seemed to him

before..Considering his battered and stitched face, considering also his tragic and colorful history, Vanadium spoke with remarkably little drama. His voice was calm, nearly

flat, rising and falling so little that he almost talked in a monotone..His eyes were strangely radiant, as she had never seen them before, as if the shining angel who would

guide him elsewhere had already entered his body and was with him to begin the journey..Both the red and the white wines were too cheap for Junior's taste' so he drank

Dos Equis beer and got two kinds of high by inhaling enough secondhand pot smoke to cure the state of Virginia's entire annual production of hams. Among the two or three

hundred partyers, some were tripping on some exhibited the particular excitability and talkativeness typical of cokeheads, but Junior succumbed to none of these

temptations. Self-improvement and self control mattered to him; he didn't approve of this degree of self indulgence.."You better wise up, you tree-humping nitwit," Rudy

advised Junior, grabbing the bed railing as if he might tear it off and use it to club his son-in-law senseless..They knew no one named Bartholomew, and she had never

heard the name from him before, but she knew what he wanted. He was speaking of the son he would never see.."Water can break?" Maria asked, looking toward the

faucet at the kitchen sink. She sighed. "I have so much to be learned."."Oh, it doesn't mean you're nervous in that sense. Nervous in this case means psychologically

induced. Grief, Enoch. brief and shock and horror-they can have profound physical effects.".Two soft-boiled eggs, one slice of bread neither toasted nor buttered, a glass of

apple juice, and a dish of orange."That's the Oreo. After I ate it up, the cookie went smoosh--smoosh into my finger.".Meanwhile, as attorneys met on Tuesday afternoon,

Junior, having taken leave from work, phoned a locksmith to change the locks at his house. As a cop, Vanadium might have access to a lock-release gun that.The minister's

threat had been forgotten, repressed. At the time, only half--heard, merely kinky background to lovemaking, these words had amused Junior, and he'd given no serious

thought to their meaning, to the message of retribution contained in them. Now, in this moment of extreme danger, the inflamed boil of repressed memory burst under

pressure, and Junior was shocked, stunned, to realize that the minister had put a curse on him!.Music played within. An up-tempo number. Possibly swing. He couldn't quite

identify the tune..The bandaged man stormed up from the ruin of the living room, gauze fluttering around his lips as his hard exhalations seemed to prove that he wasn't a

long-dead pharaoh reanimated to punish some heedless archaeologist who had ignored all warnings and violated his tomb. So this wasn't a Weird Tales moment..That

saving smile once more returned lost harmony to the scarred and broken face. "Not me. From my perspective, psychology is just one more of those easy sources of false

meaning-like sex, money, and drugs. But I will admit to knowing a thing or two about evil."."No pie!" Agnes agreed. She parenthesized his head with her hands and

punctuated his sweet face with kisses..Reading about child prodigies, Agnes learned that most if not all math whizzes also possessed musical talent. To a lesser but still

impressive extent, many young geniuses in the music world were also proficient at math..Tom between curiosity and emotional exhaustion, Celestina held his gaze,

thinking, and finally she said, "Deal.".Besides, even before he had fully turned on his charm, before he had shown her that a ride on the Junior Cain love machine would

make other men seem forever inadequate, Renee was so hot for him that it might have been wise to open a bottle of champagne to douse her when spontaneous

combustion destroyed her Chanel suit..This time, he vowed never to kill again, except in self-defense, regardless of the provocation. This tougher condition pleased him. No

one achieved significant self-improvement by setting low standards for himself.KATHLEEN IN THE candlelight, her ginger eyes a glimmer with images of the amber flame.

Icy martinis, extra olives in a shallow white dish. Beyond the tableside window, the legendary bay glimmered, too, darker and colder than Kathleen's eyes, and not a fraction

as deep..Into the autumn of 1967, Junior reviewed hundreds of thousands of phone listings, and occasionally he located a rare Bartholomew. In San Rafael or Marinwood.

In Greenbrae or San Anselmo. Located and investigated and cleared them of any connection with Seraphim White's bastard baby..Perhaps Dr. Parkhurst, too, was

disturbed by this fascistic and fanatical spew sampling, because he became brusque. "I have a few appointments to keep. By the time I make evening rounds, I expect Mr.

Cain to.A mutual interest in ballroom dancing had resulted in their introduction when each needed a new partner for a fox-trot and swing competition. Nolly had started

taking lessons five years before he had met Kathleen..Junior realized that thick drool oozed out of the right comer of his mouth. Shakily, he raised one hand to wipe his

face..Neither customers nor staff could be found in the first of the three large rooms. Only cheaper galleries were crowded with browsers and unctuous sales personnel. In

an establishment as upscale as Coquin, the hoi polloi were discouraged from gawking, while the high value and extreme desirability of the art were made evident by the

staff's almost pathological aversion to promoting the merchandise..Barty read aloud as Agnes drove, because she'd enjoyed the novel only from page 104. He wanted to

share with her the exploits of Jim and Frank and their Martian companion, Willis..The short walk across the room, to the hero's table, looked more daunting to Paul than the

trek he'd just completed. He was nobody, a small-town pharmacist who missed more work each month, who relied increasingly on his worried employees to cover for him,

and who would lose his business if he didn't get a grip on himself. He had never done a great deed, never saved a life. He had no right to impose upon this man, and now

he knew he hadn't the nerve to do so, either..He was confused initially, frowning at the heart monitor and at the IV rack that loomed over him. When his eyes met

Celestina's, his gaze clarified, and the smile that he found for her brought as much light into her heart as the diamond ring he had slipped onto her finger so few hours
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before..Junior said nothing. He was still upset with Naomi for hiding the pregnancy from him, but he was delighted that the baby would have been his. Now Vanadium

couldn't claim that Naomi's infidelity and the resultant bastard had been the motive for murder..While always Agnes held fast to hope, she knew that easy hope was usually

false hope, and she didn't allow herself to speculate, even briefly, that his problem had resolved itself. Other symptoms-halos and rainbows-had disappeared for a time, only

to return..BASEBALL CAP IN HAND, he stood on Agnes's front porch this Sunday evening, a big man with the demeanor of a shy boy..When Renee realized that this

rejection was complete and final, she-he, whatever-was transformed from well-sugared southern lady to bitter, venomous reptile. Eyes glittering with fury, lips twisted and

skinned back from her teeth, she called him all kinds of bastard, stringing epithets together so effortlessly and colorfully that she enhanced his vocabulary more than had all

the home-study courses that he'd ever taken, combined. "And face it, pretty-boy, you knew what I was from the moment you offered to buy me a drink. You knew, and you

wanted it, wanted me, and then when we got right down to the nasty, you lost your nerve. Lost your nerve, pretty-boy, but not your need.".On Joey's side, there was no

family to provide help. His mother had died of leukemia when he was four. His dad, fond of beer and brawling--like father not like son-was killed in a bar fight five years later.

Without close relatives willing to take him in, Joey went to an orphanage. At nine he wasn't prime adoption material-babies were what was wanted-and he'd been raised in

the institution..Perhaps his sister intuited what Edom was about to say, because she didn't let him get started..She herself had been too nervous to eat anything. She'd held

the same glass of untasted champagne throughout the evening, clutching it as though it were a mooring buoy that would prevent her from being swept away in a

storm..Reverend White's polished, somewhat theatrical, yet sincere voice rose out of the past to issue this threat in Junior's memory as he had issued it that night, from a

tape recorder, while Junior had been dancing a sweaty horizontal boogie with Seraphim in her parsonage bedroom..When she still didn't meet his stare, he seized her by

the chin and tipped her head back..They didn't mind, and down they went in a controlled descent that was nevertheless too quick for Agnes.
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